

Luxury Helicopter: Auto-type accommodations feature the latest Bell helicopter, the five-place 
Model 42, announced last week. Second entry of the Buffalo firm into the commercial helicopter field 
the Model 42 has a 450-hp. engine, a gross weight of 4,891 lbs. and a normal useful load of 1,445 lbs. 
It uses the same patented two-blade rotor and automatic gyro stabilizing bar system as does the two- 
place Model 47, recently approved by CAA for commercial use. 


Perplexing Air Show Problem Nearing Settlement Non-Scheduled Operators Ask Federal Regulation 

Industry groups mapping pattern for national New York conference brings demand for formal 
program, deciding sanctioning setup Page 7 recognition of new industry Page 16 
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CONTROL TOWERS — Although CAA's request for 
funds to operate airport control towers was turned 
down by the House Appropriations Committee, the 
issue has not ended there. Final action on the ap- 
propriation bill probably will not be until the end 
of this month or early May. Meanwhile, aviation 
interests are organizing to support CAA on this 
question. Rep. Karl Stefan (R., Nebr.) put his finger 
on one weakness in the Appropriation Committee’s 
scheme to have CAA operate the towers and 
be reimbursed by municipalities. Stefan pointed out 
that no city or state was going to keep hands off em- 
ployment of personnel that it was paying. 


PARTS PROBLEM EASING?— As the flow of sur- 
plus aircraft parts to War Assets Administration agents 
increases ( Aviation News, April 8), airlines see an eas- 
ing of the problem of getting spare parts for transports 
bought from surplus. Greatest difficulty in the past 
was locating the parts, but this is automatically solved 
when WAA sends them to agents. Trend is for airlines 
to deal with agents, rather than direct with WAA. 
Acquisition is speedier, and price the same. 


THOMAS BILL DELAY — Action by the full Senate 
Military Affairs Committee on the Thomas bill, merging 
the armed services into a single Department of Com- 
mon Defense and giving the air forces co-equal status 
with land and sea forces will go over for a week or 
more, while members of the committee read hearings 
and study the measure. Despite its Presidential back- 
ing, the legislation is given only a hair’s-breadth chance 
for enactment. Naval champions on Capitol Hill, op- 


posed to an armed services merger, are expected to use 
delaying tactics to defeat the bill, leaving the War and 
Navy Departments to work out their own system for 
greater coordination in overlapping activities. Presi- 
dent Truman's charges at a press conference last week 
of naval lobbying in Congress to defeat his merger 
proposal were quickly countered by charges of Army 
lobbying from members of Congress. 


AIR POLICY BOARD— The bill by Sen. Hugh 
Mitchell (R., Wash.) to set up a National Air Policy 
Board to work out a coordinated program for the main- 
tenance of U. S. air power during peacetime is headed 
for legislative entanglements. Mitchell has announced 
that hearings on the measure will open May 8, before 
his subcommittee of the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee. There is already a move underway in 
Senate Commerce Committee — zealously guarding its 
claim to jurisdiction over commercial aviation matters, 
to require that, if and when the Mitchell bill is reported 
out of Interstate, it be referred for further considera- 
tion to Senate Commerce Committee. Logically, the 
Mitchell bill should come within the purview of the 
Military Affairs Committee. Mitchell, however, shrewd- 
ly drafted the legislation as an amendment to the 1940 
Transportation Act, making certain its referral to In- 
terstate Commerce — where it stood its best chance for 
approval. 

JET SECRET LEAKS — Increasing concern by Army 
and Navy top officials over leaks concerning supposedly 
secret jet aircraft projects probably will result in all fu- 
ture jet fighters and bombers being tested in secrecy at 
Muroc Army Flight Test Base on the Mojave Desert. 



Convairs XA-41 close-support attack plane (See Page 9) 
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LOCKHEED 


THE BUSTED WINDOW AT 20,000 

Kicking windows out of airliners isn't what you'd call approved 
airborne etiquette. But, not so long ago, Lockheed did just that 
during flight tests on the Constellation's Nornialair cabin. 

Back in the days when Wiley Post was making his pioneering 
swipes at the stratosphere, Lockheed engineers, of course, had 
learned a lot about supercharging cabins doing groundwork (and 
ainvork) on the old Lockheed XC-35, the first plane with a fully 

From the knowledge thus gained about stressing, sealing and 
supercharging, the research men then perfected the famous 
Normalair cabin. Now, while the Constellation sleeks along at 
20,000 feet, the altitude inside the ship is a mere 8,000. 



Lockheed insisted on knowing what would happen to people if 
pressure went down (which is unlikely, since either of two super- 
chargers can carry the load). So one day, in a carefully planned 
experiment, they kicked out a window at 20,000, with 44 random- 
picked, ordinary people aboard. The pressure and the plane de- 
scended smoothly, and no serious discomfort turned up. 

Q. E. D. If an unknown factor crops up at Lockheed, it doesn’t 
stay unknown long. This kind of efficient curiosity makes for 
good planes and good hangar flying. 

L to L for L 
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N ews at De a dline 

Critical ATC Personnel Shortage 

Discontinuance of all Air Trans- 
port Command operations in the 
Pacific may be necessary in May, 
Lt. Gen. Harold L. George declares, 
unless a critical personnel shortage 
is overcome. Representatives of 
ATC and United Air Lines met last 
week in Hawaii in an effort to se- 
cure through the airline the per- 
sonnel necessary to keep ATC func- 
tioning in the Pacific. Failure of 
negotiations may mean suspension 
of ATC operations in the area “for 
the safety of all concerned.” 



► Representatives of Air Line Pilots Association’s Engineering & Airworthiness 
Advisory Committee have returned from a tour of aircraft factories with data 
showing stalling speeds of 80 mph for the Martin 202, Douglas DC-8, Douglas 
DC-4, Lockheed Constellation; Convair 110, 85 mph at full gross and 79 mph at 
landing weight; Douglas DC-6 at 85 mph; Republic Rainbow 95 mph; Boeing 
Stratocruiser 100 mph. 

► Fairchild recently delivered six C-82 Packets to the IX Troop Carrier Com- 
mand, Greenville, S. C. On the basis of tests already made, the Command ex- 
pects to be using the Packet exclusively "in the not too distant future," according 
to Maj. Gen. Paul L. Williams, commander. 


Route Case Participation 

Active Post Office Department 
participation in Civil Aeronautics 
Board route cases has been assured 
following warm endorsement of the 
plan by the Postmaster General, 
CAB Chairman L. Welch Pogue and 
James M. Landis, who will succeed 
Pogue in June. A nine-man re- 
search unit has been set up by the 
Post Office Department to prepare 
data in support of any applications 
which airmail officials believe will 
substantially improve service. Post 
Office officials recently participated 
in a Los Angeles helicopter pro- 
ceeding and have indicated interest 
in helicopter operations in seven 
other large cities. The department 
views as “most constructive” the 
establishment of feeder routes in 
the Rocky Mountain area and may 
file briefs in support of additional 
local service in other area proceed - 

NPA's Final Report Due 

The National Planning Associa- 
tion’s final report on the aircraft 
industry now is at the printers and 
is expected to be issued within a 
week. A summary of recommenda- 
tions already has been issued in an 
interim report (Aviation News, 
June 25, 1945). The final report 
points out the government’s and in- 
dustry's role in research and devel- 
opment which must be maintained. 

Vogelbach To Resign 

William Vogelbach will resign as 
head of the aircraft division of For- 
eign Liquidation Commission in 
order to become FLC commissioner 
in the Central Pacific with head- 
quarters in Manila. Vogelbach will 
have charge of disposal overseas of 
all surplus goods. 


► Freer exchange of safety information between the airlines, especially the 
sharing of data on minor cases of malfunctioning of equipment, will be initiated 
shortly by the operations division of tire ATA. This will include reporting of 
changes in company regulations put into effect as result of difficulties. 

► Although little publicized, a request by the Post Office Department for in 
creased funds for mobile highway postoffices is worrying feeder airline proponents 
who see the elaborate traveling mail buses as possible competition with airmail 
in and out of small towns. 

► The airlines are investigating new-type flight recorders to overcome pre-war 
maintenance difficulties. Until 1944, recorders, which were installed in the tail, 
showed altitude only. CAB regulations were lifted until more effective models 
could be obtained. 

► At least 15 groups are engaged in experimentation on electronic devices or 
systems which may improve air traffic control. Research in each is moving so 
rapidly that airline engineers are having difficulty in following progress of the 
projects closely. Firms at work include Bendix, RCA, Raytheon, Hazeltine, Hous- 
ton, Airtronics, General Electric, Gilfillan, Western Electric, Sperry, Teleregister, 
Federal Telephone, Westinghouse, General Railway Signal, plus the CAA and 

► Several new corporations, mainly headed by ex-servicemen, report difficulties in 
finding adequate airport locations for establishing aircraft maintenance and over- 
haul bases, serving especially some of the major non-scheduled passenger and 
cargo lines. In a few cases, municipalities are taking over Army air bases on the 
pledge of new companies that they will rent or lease the facilities. One oppor- 
tunity is disclosed by A. H. Near, director of Airports for Louisville, who reports 
that the Louisville and Jefferson County Air Board will solicit bids from an 
operator for use of two large hangars and a sub-depot machine shop shortly. 

► ATA has asked the Aircraft Industries Association to go on record against the 
transportation integration proposal of the Transportation Association of America. 
AIA is expected to do so but probably will not take sides on whether surface 
carriers should fly commercial aircraft. 

► The largest remaining fleet of Boeing 247's, built in the early '30's for United Air 
Lines, is believed to be the nine ships being used by Avianca, Colombian airline. 

► NACA may win another major battle against drag and heating, similar to its 
accomplishments with the NACA cowling. Tests now underway point to an in- 
crease of nearly 50 percent in cooling efficiency with simultaneous decrease in 
drag. This is accomplished by using exhaust nozzles in ejector tubes inside the 
nacelle, forcing the exhaust from the engine to draw out more air from the inner 
area. This also reduces exhaust back pressure and eliminates the exhaust flame. 

► Introduction of water into jet units being flight tested is reported to improve 
take-off thrust nearly 100 percent. 

► Announcements of further improvements in aircraft starters will be forthcoming 
this year. One industry group reports that 12-volt 760-watt generator-starters will 
be available soon weighing about half as much as wartime generators, and no more 
than 8 inches long, 6 inches diameter. 


AVIATION NEWS 


April 22, 1946 


INDUSTRY OBSERVER — 5 



AVIATION NEWS • April 22, 1946 


April 22, 1946 


Volume 


15 


mm 


McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., Inc. 


Perplexing Air Show Problem 
Well On Way to Settlement 

Industry groups now are developing national pattern, clearly 
defining various classifications of meets and displays, and ironing 
out question of sanctioning them. 

By SCOTT HERSHEY 


The perplexing problem of air- 
craft shows, air races and air meets 
— which has beset the industry 
since the end of the war — now is 
well on the way to being settled 
with all representative branches of 
the industry agreed on the extent 
to which they should be supported. 

There is scarcely an air-minded 
community of any size which does 
not — and properly — want to have 
an aircraft show. In order to make 
these shows a success they must 
have the support of some important 
segment of the industry. The in- 
dustry knows this and wants to 
support the shows insofar as it is 
able. 

► Fully Discussed — This problem has 
been dicussed among representa- 
tives of the Aircraft Industries As- 
sociation, the National Aeronautic 
Association, the Army Air Forces, 
the Navy, the Aviation Distributors 
and Manufacturers Association, the 
Civil Aeronautics Administration, 
the Air Power League, the National 
Aviation Trades Association, the 
Aeronautical Training Society, the 
Air Transport Association, the Air 
Forces Association, the National 

tics and other groups. 

The Joint Aviation Operations 
Committee, which includes these 
groups and others, has agreed on 
a policy, not yet formally approved, 
which in essence is this: 

► Two sanctioned air shows a year, 
one on the East Coast and one on the 
West Coast, with industry partici- 
pation and probably to be staged by 
the Aircraft Industries Association. 
Present plans are to stage one show 
this year. The location has not 
been decided. 

► One authorized air race a year. 
The NAA, governing body of sport- 


ing aviation in the United Stales, 
has issued an official sanction for 
the National Air Races at Cleveland 
over the Labor Day week-end, Aug. 
30-Sept. 2. The sanction was 
signed by William R. Enyart, NAA 
president, and Frederick C. Craw- 
ford, president of the races and of 
Thompson Products Corp. 

► Under terms of the sanction the 
races will be conducted according 
to the regulations of the Federation 
Aeronautique Internationale and 
performance marks set will be au- 
tomatically eligible as national and 
international records. 

► Opposition Expected — The pro- 
posal to sanction one authorized 
air race a year is expected to 
meet with considerable opposition 
as it affects several proposed meets. 
An air race, of course, is not of any 
value for record-making purposes 
unless sanctioned by the NAA. 

Another proposition tentative)*/ 


agreed on is for 48 regional or state 
air meets a year. The distinction 
between meet and race is this: at 
a meet the emphasis is on educa- 
tional activity with competitive ac- 
tivities subdued. At a race the 
competitive aspect is paramount. 

► Would Feature Ground Displays— 
These regional or state meets might 
have some races, but they also 
would have ground displays suen 

show. Manufacturers would be per- 
mitted to participate and dealers 
and distributors would be en- 
couraged to do so. 

Non-recurring activities, such as 
the Milwaukee "Centurama” this 
summer, will be regarded by the 
group as things apart and not be 
outlawed because the maximum 
number of shows, races or meets 
already had been scheduled. 

► "Blacklist” Opposed— West Coast 
airframe company presidents, in 
recent closed sessions of the west- 
ern region AIA, disapproved of the 
AIA recommendation that member 
companies participating in other 
than AIA-sanctioned shows be 
penalized from participating in any 
shows for 18 months. 

The AIA proposal actually was 
that local participation be permitted 
as a community responsibility — 
local community regulations would 
be necessary. Sanctioning pro- 



NAA Sanctions Cleveland Races: William R. EnyaTt, president of the 
National Aeronautic Association, and Frederick C. Crawford (left), presi- 
dent of the National Air Races, discuss the annual event to be held at 
Cleveland Aug. 30-Sept. 2 as Col. Roscoe Turner (center), winner of many 
National Air Race events, looks on. 


AVIATION NEWS 


April 22, 1946 




The Navy’s Curtiss SC-1 Seahawk, originally designed jor catapult oper- 
ation with floats, is shown here in a conversion to wheel landing gear. 


cedure was left as a matter of 
detail. 

► Fear Too Stiff Rules — Concern 
has been expressed among some 
manufacturers over establishing a 
policy now which might become too 
inflexible because of the language 
of the rules. The suggestion has 
been made that the personal air- 
craft manufacturers had most to 
gain from shows and that they be 


Overseas Bases 

Key foreign bases in the $2,- 
000,000,000 network constructed 
by the U. S. during the war may 
be turned over soon to the Civil 
Aeronautics Administration. A 
message from the President to 
the Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee has requested funds for 
the undertaking. 

The President asked $1,400,- 
000 for CAA maintenance of 
the foreign bases needed in in- 
ternational operations by U. S. 
air carriers during the remain- 
ing few months of the present 
fiscal year. This allocation prob- 
ably will be pinned on the sec- 
ond deficiency appropriation 
bill, already passed by the 
House, which carries $3,049,360 
for the CAA. An appropriation 
of $5,000,000 for CAA operation 

fiscal year also was requested. 
► Will Be Interim Measure — It 
is understood that CAA will 
operate the facilities only for an 
interim period, until a per- 
manent plan is worked out. The 
President suggested that oper- 
ation of the bases would be 
turned over to the country in 
which they are located, as soon 
as it is possible for the coun- 
tries concerned to operate them, 
and ultimately would be turned 



allocated largest share of space. 

Discussion in the industry has 
indicated the impracticability of a 
large meeting involving all show 
problems. It was agreed, then, 
among the manufacturers that a 
committee be set up consisting of 
the chairmen of the eastern and 
western regional executive commit- 
tees of the group, the chairman of 
the Personal Aircraft Council, the 
executive director of the AIA and 
the manager of the Personal Air- 
craft Council, to handle the matter. 
► West Coast Action— On the West 
Coast there was a feeling that in- 
dividual member companies should 
be free to participate in non-spon- 
sored AIA shows if they so desire: 
that a special AIA committee be 
created to guide policies covering 
the two annual AIA-sponsored 
shows; that a show director be 
hired on a one-year contract for 
a fee not to exceed $12,000. 

After disapproving of the penalty 
proposals, western presidents indi- 
cated marked interest in participat- 
ing in a show to be staged in Los 
Angeles June 1-2 by the Los An- 
geles Examiner. 

Three Aviation Conferences 
Scheduled in Milwaukee 

Three joint aviation conferences 
sponsored by the National Aero- 
nautic Association will be held this 
summer in Milwaukee during the 
period of that city’s “Centurama” 
celebration. 

A conference on private flying 
is scheduled for July 26-27, one on 
air youth training for July 29-30. 
The third, the Joint Airport Users 
Conference is slated for the week 
beginning July 14, and will feature 
displays and discussions of airport 
construction machinery and equip- 


Job ‘Superseniority’ 
Policy Due Soon 

House Subcommittee prepares 

measure to protect employers; Su- 
preme Court to rule on test case. 

With an employment change-over 
problem possibly more acute than 
any other industry, aircraft com- 
panies have been given some hope 
that a universal and binding policy 
may be forthcoming soon on one of 
the main aspects of that problem: 
the “superseniority” rights of vet- 

A subcommittee of the House 
Military Affairs Committee has 
completed hearings on a bill that 
would relieve employers from lia- 
bility for retroactive pay when they 
were following the terms of the 
Selective Service Act. In addition, 
the Supreme Court has decided to 
review a case in which a veteran 
lost his job because of lack of suffi- 
cient seniority and sued his em- 

► Question Is Vital — The abnormal 
expansion of personnel in the air- 
craft industry during the war has 
made veterans’ job rights a par- 
ticularly ticklish question in the 
industry. The Selective Service Act 
guarantees a veteran his old job and 
Director Lewis B. Hershey takes 
the attitude that the veteran must 
get it regardless of other factors. 

Industry employees prior to 1940 
or 1941 who later went to war con- 
stitute only a small part of the 
problem. Nearly all unions have 
agreed to count time in service as 
part of a man's total seniority time, 
therefore those early draftees prob- 
ably have ample seniority to retain 
their jobs. But Hershey’s view ap- 
plies equally to a man who went 
tc work for an aircraft firm in 1943 
and was drafted in 1944. He must 
get back his job even though he 
may displace a non-veteran with 
many more years' seniority. 

► Courts Split — In several legal 
cases, courts have split, some up- 
holding Hershey’s view, others rul- 
ing that the deciding factor must be 
seniority alone. 

The greatest worry in the situa- 
tion for the industry is that an em- 
ployee who loses his job, and is re- 
instated later because of a court 
decision, must be given pay retro- 
active to the time of his dismissal. 
H. R. 5580, sponsored by Rep. Wal- 
ter G. Andrews (R, N. Y.), exempts 
an employer from this penalty when 
he has been following either the 
Selective Service ruling or a court 
decision. 
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Army, Navy Strongly Criticize 
Patent Provisions of Science Bill 

Patterson, Kenney letters opposing proposals are not mentioned 
as measure is reported out by Senate Military Affairs Committee 
with assertion that existing law would not be changed. 


would have to renegotiate all their 
existing research contracts. 

Primarily because of the patent 
features of the research proposal, 
it is not believed it can be enacted 
before the summer recess of Con- 
gress, although Senate Majority 
Leader Barkley has promised early 
action. 


By WILLIAM KROGER 


Despite an attempt in the report 
of the Senate Military Affairs Com- 
mittee to gloss over the patent pro- 
visions in the bill to establish a 
National Science Foundation, the 
Army and Navy have expressed 
strong opposition to the procedure 
proposed for handling of patents 
arising out of research and devel- 
opment contracts. 

No mention was made of the serv- 
ices’ position when Sen. Elbert 
Thomas (D., Utah) reported out the 
bill to the Senate floor. Rather, 
the report stated “The proposed 
legislation makes no revision of 
existing patent laws.” Previously, 
the report of the subcommittee that 
held hearings on the bill declared 
that after consultation with many 
experts, it was believed that "a 
completely adequate formula” had 
been developed. 

► Patterson Critical — A letter from 
Secretary of War Robert P. Patter- 
son, written a few days before Sen. 
Thomas made his report, was par- 
ticularly pointed in its criticism of 
the patent provisions of the meas- 
ure, although favoring enactment 
of the legislation if recommended 
changes were made. 

The controversial part of the bill 
specifies that all inventions shall 
be available to the public on a 
non-exclusive and royalty-free 
basis except when otherwise pro- 
vided in the contract. And a Gov- 
ernment agency could permit a con- 
tractor to retain patent rights only 
when the agency made a finding 
that the research and development 
work could not be undertaken on 
any other basis, or when the con- 
tractor had made previous contribu- 
tions to the development of the in- 
vention through research financed 
by the contractor. In all cases, the 
Government would have to be 
granted a non-exclusive royalty- 
free license. 

► Doubts Efficiency — Patterson's let- 
ter expressed doubt that it would 
be possible to place research and 
development contracts with “quali- 
fied” contractors under the terms 
of the bill. Further, he declared, 


“any restriction on the availability 
to the War Department of contrac- 
tors will seriously impair the na- 
tional security. 

If adopted, the recommendations 
made by the Department in effect 
would retain the present system 
whereby each contract deals with 
any patent rights on the basis of 
the particular circumstances ob- 
taining. 

► Navy Concurs — The Navy Depart- 
ment, in a letter signed by W. John 
Kenney, assitant secretary, and also 
written before the submission of 
the report of the Senate Military 
Affairs Committee, also apposed the 
patent provisions of the bill and 
referred to suggestions that a Gov- 
ernment-wide patent policy might 
be a subject for separate legisla- 
tion. Both the Army and the Navy 
pointed out that under the bill, they 


Raymond, Hazen Named 
To Fill NACA Vacancies 

Arthur E. Raymond and Ronald 
M. Hazen have been appointed by 
President Truman to fill vacancies 
on the National Advisory Commit- 
tee for Aeronautics. The vacancies 
were created by the retirements of 
Dr. William F. Durand, Professor 
Emeritus of Mechanical Engineer- 
ing at Stanford University, and of 
Dr. Edward Warner, now president 
of the Interim Council of the Pro- 
visional International Civil Avia- 
tion Organization. 

Raymond is president of the In- 
stitute of Aeronautical Sciences and 
vice-president in charge of engi- 
neering of Douglas Aircraft Co. 
Hazen is chief engineer of the Alli- 
son Division of General Motors. 

There are 15 members of the 
NACA named by the President and 
serving without compensation. Dr. 
Jerome C. Hunsaker is chairman. 



General arrangement oj the Consolidated Vultee XA-41, a close-support 
plane (Aviation News, April 15) powered by a 3000-hp. Pratt & Whitney 
engine. First flown in January, 1944, it has a maximum speed of 363 mp h. 
and a cruising speed of 300. Four 37 mm. cannon and four .50 caliber 
machine guns were installed in the wing. Combat range is 800 miles, 
service ceiling 29,300 ft. and gross weight 24,188 lbs. Wingspan is 54 ft., 
length 48 ft. 8 in. and height 13 ft. 11 in. (Photo on Page 3). 
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BRITISH LIGHT TRAINER: 

Unusual economy of operation and maintenance is claimed for this ttoo- 
place British trainer, the Reid & Sigrist Desford, powered by two 130-hp. 
Gypsy Major Series 1 engines. Company says it may be parked out of 
doors in all weather. Two unique features are interconnected throttle 
and flap controls, and pneumatic engine rpm. indicators. Maximum speed 
is 162 mph. at sea level, cruising speed is 148. 


Plan Giant Center 
For Supersonic Work 

Government planning for con- 
struction of a giant aviation re- 
search center for testing full-sized 
supersonic planes and missiles is in 
an advanced stage, according to 
Sen. Guy Cordon (R., Ore.) 

Although officially the project 
still is “secret" information, im- 
portant details concerning it have 
been released by members of the 


Navy Speed Project 

Navy's Bureau of Aeronautics 
is developing a high-speed air- 

to explore aerodynamic phe- 
nomena at speeds approaching 

The project is under develop- 
ment at Douglas Aircraft's El 
Segundo plant where several 
test planes with complicated in- 
struments installed for measur- 
ing and recording aerodynamic 
forces at previously unattained 
horizontal flight speeds are in 
the process of construction. In- 
cluded are models to be tested 
by the National Advisory Corn- 

high-speed wind tunnels. 

► Pilot Safety Stressed — Par- 
ticular attention has been given 
to the pilot's safety by a special- 
ized device which will eject the 
pilot and the cockpit from the 

able cockpit it would be vir- 
tually impossible for the pilot 
to bail out at the speeds an- 


northwest delegation in Congress. 
They are: 

► The project will cost an estimated 
§500,000,000, will be located in the 
Grand Coulee area in Washington 
state, and will be co-sponsored by 
the National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics and the AAF. It 
will require 1,000,000 hp., or ap- 
proximately 750,000 kilowatts. 

► The project will consist of a re- 
search center and five huge wind 
tunnels, all capable of testing full- 
sized supersonic aircraft. In addi- 
tion, the AAF is mapping plans for 
a “dream city” on a 100-sq. mi. tract 
surrounding the research center, ac- 
cording to Sen. Hugh Mitchell (D.. 
Wash.) 

Five NACA engineers now are 
making field surveys in the Grand 
Coulee area, looking to construc- 
tion of the project, it is learned 
from reports from the Northwest, 
and NACA officials already have 
approached officials of the Bon- 
neville Administration to determine 
power supply for the project. 

► Appropriation Seen Soon — Gen. 
Cordon anticipates an appropriation 
request for the project “pretty 
soon" — or at least before the year's 

Maj. Gen. A. R. Wilson 
Named TWA Vice-President 

Maj. Gen. Arthur R. Wilson will 
take over as vice-president of TWA 
in Europe as soon as he is released 
from the Army. He has been serv- 
ing on the War Department Com- 
mittee for National Guard and Re- 
serve Policies in Washington. 

During the war he was chief of 


staff of the 7th Army in France, 
commander of the Continental Base 
section in Southern France and 
prior to that commander Atlantic 
Base section and Mediterranean 
Base section. He also served as 
commanding general, Services of 
Supply, Western Task Force in Eu- 
rope. 

He was the War Department's 
liaison officer on the Truman In- 
vestigating Committee of the Senate 
and also liaison officer with the 
WPA. 

Problems Discussed 
At Boston Conference 

Aviation problems varying from 
private flying regulations to the 
promise of jet propulsion were aired 
at the Third New England Aviation 
Conference, sponsored by the Avia- 
tion Committee of the New Eng- 
land Council on April 12 at the 
Hotel Statler. Boston. 

Highlights of the conference ad- 
dresses included: 

► A plea for the allocation of feeder 
line routes exclusively to inde- 
pendent companies formed for the 
purpose, by Robert M. Love, pres- 
ident of All American Aviation. Inc. 
He believes that “the major car- 
riers, having specialized in long- 
haul service, are not psychologically 
equipped to provide local service: 
their thinking has been conditioned 
by years of catering to passengers 
in the higher income brackets." 

He pointed out that New Eng- 
land is ideal for feeder operations 
but deplored the existence of only 
five airline stops among the 82 com- 
munities of that region. 

► A review of the new private flying 
regulations by Royce G. Kunze, 
Senior CAA Inspector, Concord. 
N. H. He drew attention to the fact 
that they “place more reliance on 
individual thinking and personal 
regard for the safety of others than 
did pre-war regulations.” 

► An appeal for more airports where 
they are badly needed instead of 
the existing emphasis on the fact 
that all 16,000 of the nation’s com- 
munities should have one, voiced 
by Robert F. Lybeck, aviation man- 
ager of the Colonial Beacon Oil 
Co. He also voiced the private pi- 
lot’s desire for more airport mark- 
ing, improved airplanes and a price 
of less than $1,800 on the latter. 

► Emphasis on the present dearth 
of turbo-jet engine testing equip- 
ment — a primary deterrent to prog- 
ress in this field — by E. S. Thomp- 
son, Aviation Division, General 
Electric Co. He urged support of 
an adequate research policy. 
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Lockheed Names Yost 
Domestic Sales Head 

Boswell elected to board of di- 
rectors of Western Air Lines. 

Executive changes that have just 
taken place in aircraft companies 
include 

► P. K. Yost, jr. (photo), former 
eastern district manager, named 

as new domes - 

ager of Lock- 
h e e d Aircraft 
Corp. He will 
direct the sale3 
operations for 
all Lockheed 
commercial and 
military a i r - 
craft through- 
out the U. S., 
Canada and Alaska and will have 
supervision of the field offices in 
this country. 

► Walter Boswell of the Soule Steel 
Co., Los Angeles, elected to 
the board of directors of Western 
Air Lines. Other directors were 
retained. Ronald Kinsey of Seattle 
and Washington, D. C., was named 
a vice-president after having served 
as Washington representative. Rob- 
ert Light was made secretary of the 
company. He is a former trust of- 
ficer of the Bank of America and is 
an attorney. 

Veterans Training 
Standards Delayed 

Still delayed in the upper echelons 
of the Veterans Administration, a 
new circular outlining standards 
for veterans flight instruction pos- 
sibly may be released late this 
week. Meanwhile, the number of 
veterans applying for aviation ed- 
ucation is climbing steadily, and 
definite ideas of the form and scope 
of the training have begun to shape 
up among operators. 

Of particular interest is part of 
the “Code of Operations” drawn 
up by the Ohio Operators Plan- 
ning Committee (Aviation News, 
April 1) which incorporates a 
unique plan to give veterans study- 
ing for an instructor's rating a 
critical evaluation of their teach- 
ing ability. 

► Will Be Given Test — Under this 
plan, which is recommended to Ohio 
operators but cannot be forced on 
them, a student is assigned to in- 
struct a public school teacher in the 
fundamentals of flight. The teacher 
thus will be able to pass on to the 


veteran any teaching tips, as well 
as advise him on what mistakes — 
from a teaching standpoint — he is 
making. 

Another development forecast by 
a meeting called by the Aeronauti- 
cal Training Society is a relaxa- 
tion of VA restrictions against a 
veteran’s taking double courses — in 
flight training and mechanics, for 
example. ATS brought in three 
students of the Spartan School of 
Aeronautics — which is training some 
1,300 veterans — who pointed out 
that there will be ten or twenty 
ground jobs for every flying job 
in civil aviation. But they em- 
phasized that a knowledge of flying 
will enable a mechanic to do a 
better job. 

► Has 150,000 applications — Capt. 
Maxwell W. Balfour, vice-president 
of Spartan, stated that his school 
has had 150,000 applications from 
veterans who want to take flight 
instruction only. Balfour has con- 
sistently opposed the giving of flight 
instruction alone. 

“Except for a few trained pilots 
who need brief finishing - off 
courses," he says, “flight instruction 
alone doesn't make sense for the 
newcomer who wants to earn a liv- 
ing in aviation.” 

Orders for Seabee Exceed 
$700,000 at N. Y. Show 

Republic Aircraft has reported 
that orders for its four-place Sea- 
bee placed with distributors and 
dealers in the New York metro- 
politan area up to the closing of the 
New York aviation show approxi- 
mated $400,000. 

Total Seabee sales as a result of 
the showing, based on direct sales 
at the show and the number of 
would-be purchasers who visited 
the display from other parts of the 
country and were referred back to 
their own dealers, were estimated 
by Republic to have been well over 
the $700,000 mark. 

The display was sponsored by the 
two Seabee distributors for the New 
York metropolitan area, North 
American Airports Corp. and Safair 
Flying Service and their 16 dealers. 

Senate Sustains House 
In Slashing AAF Funds 

The Senate last week sustained 
House action in slashing existing 
AAF appropriations $27,521,000 in 
excess of rescissions approved by 
the Budget Bureau. 

The second supplemental rescis- 
sion bill, as passed by the Senate, 
cuts back AAF appropriations for 


the present fiscal year by $1,000,- 
000,000, the amount recommended 
by the House. Budget Bureau pro- 
posed a $972,479,000 cutback. 

► Navy Funds Restored — In passing 
the rescission measure, however, 
the Senate re-instated a $50,205,000 
cut in naval aviation appropriations 
effected mainly by the House. The 
Budget Bureau recommended a 
$165,887,000 cutback in naval avia- 
tion appropriations; the House, a 
$215,887,000 cutback; and the Sen- 
ate, a $165,682,000 cutback. The 
matter now is pending before a 
joint conference committee. 

The $1,000,000,000 AAF rescis- 
sion leaves the AAF a 1946 fiscal 
year appropriation of $6,139,565.- 
917. This amount was committed 
by V-J Day, and since then the 
AAF has been sustained by con- 
tract termination returns. 
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PRIVATE FLYING 

Private Aircraft Manufacturers 
Facing Severe Material Shortages 

Lack of fabric, one of most critical items, likely to set back 
production of major companies; stockpile left from war now is 
virtually exhausted. 

By ALEXANDER McSURELY 


Private aircraft manufacturers 
are facing one of the most severe 
material shortages in years, with 
prospects that it will worsen. 

Lack of airplane fabric, one of 
the most critical items, is likely 
to set back production plans of 
the largest producers of lightplanes, 
most of whom use the material for 
wings or fuselages. 

► Have Only Small Supply— An in- 
dustry spokesman revealed that 
current fabric requirements of 
lightplane builders are about 100,- 
000 yds. a week. Few of the com- 
panies have more than a two or 
three week reserve. 

The fabric situation is compli- 
cated by the fact that one manufac- 
turer supplies about 90 per cent of 
the total amount used. Fabric mak- 
ers thus far have been drawing on 
a stockpile left from terminated 


exhausted. It is estimated that dur- 
ing the next three or four months, 
the fabric makers will not be able 
to supply more than 30 per cent 
of the airplane manufacturers' re- 
quirements through new production. 
► Surplus Supplies Scattered — An 
alternative source of supply is some 
225,000 yds. of airplane fabric in 
surplus, scattered about the country 
in small lots. Washington rep- 
presentatives are seeking to have 
the Civilian Production Administra- 

sively to the airplane companies. 
But in view of pressure from cloth- 
ing manufacturers and public out- 
cry for more fabric to make cloth- 
ing there is doubt as to whether 

The situation may be eased, how- 
ever, if additional fabric now in 


Collective Ordering ? 

Collective ordering by air- 
craft manufacturers, to insure a 
steadier supply of materials, is 
being studied as one answer to 
the current aircraft materials 
shortage. 

The Aircraft Industries As- 
sociation last week sent out let- 
ters to purchasing agents of the 
major East Coast aviation man- 
ufncturci's. and presumably 
later to the West Coast plants, 
polling them as to the need for 
some form of collective pur- 
chasing. 

It is likely that a meeting to 
discuss a purchasing plan will 
be held soon if industry reac- 
tion is favorable. 


the government agencies’ possession 
is declared surplus, and War Assets 
Administration is investigating this 
possibility at the urging of industry. 

► Regulation Adds To Problem — 
Still another factor which aggra- 
vates the fabric situation somewhat 
is a CAA regulation change issued 
several months ago which revised 
specifications to increase tensile 
strength requirements for fabrics, 
necessitating changes in looms and 
a slow-down in manufacturing. It 
is understood that this revised spe- 
cification will not be effective how- 
ever until the present stock of 
materials is used. 

► Other Shortages — Other shortages 
of materials include: 

► Plywood — another principal air- 
frame covering, almost as critical as 
fabric. 

► Aluminum sheet — manufacturers 
now are promising deliveries 10 to 
12 months from the date of order, 
with a requirement of a minimum 
order of 10,000 lbs. 

► Sheet steel in certain types. 

► Electrical supplies. 

A factor in the overall shortages 
is the fact that many firms which 
were suppliers to the AAF during 
the war have reconverted to non- 
aviation products and are refusing 
to accept aviation orders. 

Report Hughes May 
Build Rocket 1 85’s 

The Johnson Rocket 18 5, which 
last week received its approved type 
certificate from CAA, moved up 
several notches in its standing in 
the personal plane field on the basis 
of reports from Ft. Worth that 
Howard Hughes was negotiating 



HOWARD GETS CERTIFICATE! 


Beverly E. Howard, second from left, president of Hawthorne School of 
Aeronautics, Orangeburg, S. C., recently was awarded an AAF Training 
Command Certificate of Service, in recognition of the school's work in 
training 5,924 American and French aviation cadets in 339,332 hours of 
flight, from Oct. 4, 1941, to Oct. 13, 1945. Hawthorne was the last civilian 
contract school in the country to terminate its military pilot training 
program. Shown left to right: Sam R. Monschke, former school mainte- 
nance superintendent, now manager of Hawthorne Airmotive; Howard, 
Col. Preston Pender, Turner Field (GaJ, commanding officer; W. R. 
Baldwin, Hawthorne treasurer and general manager; Earl Haigler, office 
manager. 
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for rights to build the Rocket in his 
newly-acquired Culver City plant. 

Hughes was quoted as saying he 
had looked over the small plane 
field and the Rocket was his choice. 
It was reported R. S. Johnson, presi- 
dent has proposed a deal under 
which Hughes would build 2,000 
of the planes in the remainder of 
1946. 

► Performance Is Excellent — The 
Rocket has been regarded as one of 


A series- of flights to show the 
advantages of VHF radio for the 
private flyer, and to obtain addi- 
tional information about VHF re- 
ception in various parts of the 
country, was started by Bendix 
Radio, Baltimore, last week with a 
demonstration at Newark airport. 

The company plans to use three 
lightplanes, all equipped with Ben- 
dix Flightweight radio transmitters, 
receivers and direction finder loops. 
They will operate from the home 
field at Baltimore and from the 
West Coast branch at Glendale, 
Calif., visiting all the principal 
lightplane manufacturers and all 
Bendix “Master Service" dealers 
throughout the country. 

► First Demonstration Details — In 
the first demonstration at Newark. 
Ruel Colvin, flight engineer, piloted 
a Bendix - equipped Ercoupe to 
demonstrate VHF clear channel 
air-to-ground communication. 

Colvin took off from the airport, 
reporting his position, time, etc., 
every 10 miles until he reached a 
point 40 miles from the field. At the 
end of the out-leg he made a series 
of circles losing altitude and broad- 
casting to show how the 26-inch 
vertical transmission antenna kept 
the signal from fading as the plane 
changed direction. Fading was 
barely perceptible and contact was 
maintained throughout the turns 
and down to 1,500 ft. altitude. No 
repeats were necessary. 

► “Spill-Over” Slight — The demon- 
stration also included a 10-mile 
circle of the airport, with radio 
contacts at various points on the 
circle, followed by a series of steep 
banking turns and a 3 -mile circle 
of the field at 500 ft. The test was 
made more severe because of the 


the most attractive high-perform- 
ance personal planes in the mar- 
ket, but the ability of Johnson Air- 
craft Inc. to produce it in large 
quantities has been a matter for 
speculation. 

However, if Hughes, who has had 
long experience in plastic plywood 
aircraft construction, gets into the 
picture, the plane’s prospects for 
mass production are improved con- 
siderably. 


location of a nearby Army control 
tower, operating on a close fre- 
quency. 

Writers attending the demonstra- 
tion could hear some “spill-over” 
from the Army tower on a ground 
VHF receiver set up for the demon- 
stration, but it did not seriously 
affect Colvin’s check calls. Colvin 
used 131.9 and 131.5 meg. fre- 
quencies in transmission, while the 
Newark tower used 278 kc. to talk 
to the plane. 

► Recordings Used — Bendix repre- 
sentatives completed the demonstra- 
tion with recordings of tests made 
at Baltimore when the plane went 
out to a point 80 miles from the air- 
port and followed a similar pattern 
of maneuvers and check calls. 


Dealers Listed 
The national flight demon- 
stration tour of Bendix Flighl- 
loeipht-equipped planes is being 
arranged in conjunction with 
dealers. Persons interested in 
witnessing a demonstration may 
check the dealer in their sec- 
tion for details. Dealers are: 
Aero Enterprises, Inc., 625 
Mack Bldg., Denver; Aircraft 
Sales & Service, Inc., 6305 49th 
Ave., SW., Seattle; Atlantic 
Aviation Corp., 55 W 42nd St, 
New York (sponsor of the re- 
cent Newark show); Atlantic 
Aviation Service, DuPont Air- 
port, Wilmington, Del.; Baker - 
Eberle Aviation Corp, Detroit 
City Airport; Dallas Aero Serv- 
ice, Love Field, Dallas; Graham 
Aviation Co, Allegheny Co. 
Airport, Pittsburgh; Grand Cen- 
tral Airport Co, Glendale, 
Calif.; Anderson Air Activities, 
Gen. Mitchell Field, Milwaukee. 

Hawthorne Aero Supply, Or- 
angeburg, S. C.; Palo Alto Air- 
port, Inc, Palo Alto, Calif.; Parks 
Aircraft Sales & Service, at E. 
St. Louis, 111.; Hoosier Airport. 
Indianapolis; 20778 Erie Road. 
Rocky River, Ohio; Pal-Wau- 
kee Airport. Wheeling, 111, and 
at 334 Richards Road, Kansas 
City, Mo.; Servair Aviation 
Corp, 420 Shoreham Bldg, 
Washington, D. C.; Southern 
Air Services, Memphis Munici- 
pal Airport; Southern Airways, 
Inc, Atlanta Municipal Airport, 
and Western Skyways Service, 
1804 N. E. Union Avenue, Port- 
land, Ore. 



Bendix Demonstration: Ruel Colvin, Bendix Radio flight engineer, clears 
for takeoff to begin first of series of flight demonstrations of new Bendix 
Flightweight radio, at Newark Airport. Note direction-finder loop mounted 
above cockpit, receiver speaker just behind pilot’s head, fixed receiver 
antenna running back to stabilizers and 26-in. vertical antenna rod for 
transmission. 


Bendix Using Three Lightplanes 
In Demonstration-Test of VHF 

Series of flights in various parts of the country will show Flight- 
weight line and check for regional reception problems; first, 
held at Newark, demonstrate set to advantage. 


AVIATION NEWS . April 22, 1946 


PRIVATE FLYING — 13 


CAB Due To Revamp Method 
Of Investigating Air Accidents 

Anticipated increase, due to growing use of airplanes for trans- 
portation, plus growing demands for Board’s attention to other 
matters, are factors in development of new policy. 


A revision in the method of han- 
dling aviation accident reports by 
the Civil Aeronautics Board, ex- 
pected soon, is seen as a logical 
development of the rapid growth of 

Factors entering into the re- 
valuation of the existing system of 
handling accident reports include: 

► The rise in the number of indi- 
vidual accidents which is inevitable 
with the increased use of airplanes, 
both for personal flying and airline 
transportation. 

► The pressure of other demands on 
the time of CAB. which prevent the 
board from giving the consideration 
as a body to individual accidents 
which it formerly gave. 

► Studied Each Case — Until last 
December, CAB considered each ac- 
cident report as it was prepared by 
the CAB Safety Bureau's investiga- 
tors, and established a probable 
cause for the accident which was 
published with the accident report. 
Since that time, however, the board 


has not returned any findings as to 
causes of accidents, mainly because 
of the lack of time in which to con- 
sider them. 

Safety Bureau officials are begin- 
ning to question the value of re- 
porting the details and probable 
cause of each accident to the public 
unless the case has some sig- 
nificant angle which can be used 
in preventing similar future acci- 
dents. Studying and classifying 
accidents according to causes and 
trends, it is believed, will be of 
more use in future accident preven- 

► Will Answer Specific Requests — 
During the interim, until the re- 
valuation is completed, CAB will 
send out a report in response to a 
specific request, presenting the es- 
tablished facts surrounding any in- 
dividual accident case, but not 
including a statement as to prob- 
able cause. In the past the board 
always has considered it was its 
duty to establish probable cause for 


accidents, without delegating this 
responsibility to its employees. 
There is a possibility that delega- 
tion of this authority to the investi- 
gators might be a temporary solu- 
tion to the problem. 

However with the growth of avi- 
ation, and the inevitable accom- 
paniment of more accidents, even 
this arrangement still would place 
a heavy burden on the staff of 19 
investigators, which now is expect- 
ed to make personal investigations 
of every air accident in which there 
has been a fatality, serious injury, 
structural failure or fire. 

► Undue Duplication Seen — There is 
some thinking in government cir- 
cles that there is undue duplication 
of investigation between CAB acci- 
dent investigations and CAA’s 
safety regulation setup, and that 
there still will be further duplica- 
tion with state aeronautical bodies 
as these are established. 

One suggested plan is to estab- 
lish certain standards of accident 
investigators which now is expect- 
the work of investigation over to 
the state agencies. They presum- 
ably would use state police in- 
vestigators. This would result in 
the federal agencies acting as spot- 
checkers on the state enforcement 
groups, sending investigators in on 
any case which had any unusual 
aspects. Presumably CAB or CAA 
might conduct a training school for 
state investigators, as was indicated 
by CAB Member Oswald Ryan re- 
cently at a meeting with the Na- 
tional Association of State Aviation 
Officials in St. Louis. 

► Would Not Mean Staff Cut — Such 
a revision, it is believed, would not 
entail a cut in present CAA or CAB 
personnel, but it would forestall 
building up any huge army of CAA 
and CAB inspectors who would be 
duplicating work which would be 
carried on in the states. 

Advocates of delegating the rou- 
tine investigating work to the 
states draw a parallel between the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation re- 
lationship with the state and local 
police officers and their proposal. 



NEW GLIDER RECORD: 

A new national endurance glider record for two-place sailplanes was 
established April 9 by Franklin E. Hurtt (rear seat) and Richard Powell 
of Schweizer Aircraft Corp., Elmira, N. Y. They flew the SGU-2-22 10 
hrs. 9 min., exceeding a 1945 mark of 9 hrs. 17 min. set by Hurtt and Paul 
A. Schweizer. The pilots encountered sub-freezing temperatures and hail- 
storms and at one time had to dive the glider with open spoilers to avoid 
being drawn into the clouds by a strong thermal action. They are pictured 
at completion of the record flight. The sailplane, which has a 43-ft. wing- 
span and weighs 450 lbs. empty, is going into production in May as the 
first two-place utility glider available to the public, the company an- 
nounced. Previous two-place gliders on the market have been high per- 
formance sailplanes, not suitable for beginners, the announcement said. 


National Safety Contest 
Organized By Piper 

A national safety contest to re- 
duce flying accidents has been an- 
nounced by William T. Piper, pres- 
ident of Piper Aircraft Corp., Lock 
Haven, Pa. 

Under terms of the contest a 
specially designed Piper Cub trophy 
will be presented by each of the 
1,000 Piper dealers to the pilot on 
his field who in six months’ time 
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flies the greatest number of hours 
without an accident of any kind. 
The first contest will end Sept. 30. 

Mr. Piper declared that over 80 
percent of accidents in personal 
planes “are caused by sheer fool- 
ishness on the part of pilots and by 
ignoring the few simple common- 
sense rules which make flying as 
safe as the pilot wants to make it, 
much safer than driving a car.” 

Six Lose Certificates 
For CAR Violations 


Briefing For Private 


Flying 


Pennsylvania's State Forests and Waters Department will utilize Civil 
Air Patrol planes and pilots for forest fire spotting and directing fire- 
fighting crews, George H. Wirt, chief forest fire warden, has an- 
nounced. The planes will not be on continuous patrol, but will be 
operated on special call from district foresters. 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSE— International Correspondence Schools, 
Scranton, Pa., have announced a new ground-school course for private 
pilots. The course, in 19 units, to be completed by the average student 
in about 350 hrs. of study, includes considerably more than the bare essen- 
tials needed to pass the written CAA examination for private pilot’s license. 


Pilots certificates of six airmen 
were revoked and those of four 
others suspended as the result of 
recent Civil Aeronautics Board in- 
vestigations of Civil Air Regulation 
offences. 

Summaries of the cases and con- 
sequent Board action follow: 


MICHIGAN CONFERENCE— First Post-war Michigan Aeronautical 
Conference, to be held at Lansing, May 3-4, will develop plans for two 
eight-day state air tours, one in June, and the second in late September. 
Floyd Evans, state aeronautics director, expects more than 200 flyers, 
operators and dealers to attend the conference which also will consider 
federal airport aid and the G. I. flight training program. Approximately 
20,000 Michigan veterans are expected to take flight training under the 
G.I. BiU. 


AKRON AIRSTRIP — Two former 15th Air Force veterans, James Snod- 
grass and David Artman, have opened a 1,500-ft. flight strip just outside 
Akron’s city limits four miles from the downtown section. Two shop 
buildings already have been built and two steel hangars, 50 x 80 and 
50 x 100 ft., are being added. A wooded area and brook are being prepared 
os a picnic area. The field will serve itinerant flyers and local flight 
operations, but will not offer flight training. 

DOUBLE SEAT-BELTS CRITICIZED — Manufacturers who are putting 
a double seat-belt on their side-by-side airplanes will find themselves 
subject to criticism by safety engineers of Aero Insurance Underwriters. 
A recent bulletin warns that double seat-belts are not recommended, 
saying they do not hold the occupants firmly enough. Quoting Hugh 
DeHaven, Cornell University crash injury researcher, the report em- 
phasizes the advantage of tight seat-belts, maintained in good condition, 
fastened not to the seat but to a strong part of the structure such as 
a longeron. Efforts of safety engineers to put chest or shoulder straps 
on the average pilot probably won’t have as much effect as did a similar 
campaign in the AAF. Such additional straps proved very effective 
in protecting pilots who used them. — Alexander McSurely 


Early Expansion of CAA 
Medical Division Seen 

Early expansion of the CAA 
Aviation Medical Division through 
regional offices, and development of 
a “medical facility” at the CAA 
Aeronautical Center at Houston, 
are anticipated by Dr. William R. 
Stovall, division chief, he reported 
at the recent Aero-medical Asso- 
ciation meeting in Chicago. 

The Houston facility will field- 
test physical standards for airmen 
and investigate medical aspects of 
aircraft structures and operation. 
Later it also will provide training 
in aviation medicine, Stovall said. 
Regional medical offices were 
planned as a part of the CAA de- 
centralization program about a year 
ago, but thus far none have been 
established. 
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SPECIAL AIR SERVICES 


NON-SCHEDULED 


INTRASTATE 


Demand for CAA, CAB Regulation 
Highlights Non-scheduled Meeting 

100 representatives attending New York City session break all 


precedents, press for action t 
industry; petition to Board c 

Representatives of the brash, ag- 
gressive post-war generation of 
non-scheduled operators, 100 strong 
and most of them veterans, held 
their first national meeting last 
week and broke all precedents in 
recent aviation history by demand- 
ing recognition and regulation from 
the Federal Civil Aeronautics Board 
and Civil Aeronautics Administra- 

They made clear that they are 
not fixed base operators, as aviation 
has previously defined the term, 
and they disagreed with pre-w 


n official recognition of 
Dw being prepared. 

Completely lacking was 
atmosphere of bitterness 
toward Congress, CAB or CAA. It 


big corporations are committed to 
competitive actions." The question 
was asked, however, how much 
longer the members of the ATA 
might hold their fire. 

At least eight carriers or affiliated 
industry firms joined the original 
18 members of the Institute, with 
tentative acceptances from another 
10. In addition to the 100 regis- 
trants, the newly organized Air 
Cargo Associates, on the Pacific 
coast (Long Beach), with member- 
ship of 12 California passenger and 
cargo carriers, was represented by 
its president, Howard Payne, of 
U. S. Aviation Corp. 

Proposals that the association be 
divided into passenger and cargo 
distrust divisions received support. Two 
committees for these subjects have 


i the unanimous opinion that already assumed importance in the 


these Washington authorities 
friends of the new industry who 
hope the operators themselves will 
take matters in their own hands 
before the government is compelled 
to act. The members of CAB were 
praised as fair, open-minded, i 


structive r 

interests of both the public 
aviation at heart. 

► No Criticism of Airlines — Despite 


association’s structure. Other c 
riers who have been flying both 
cargo and passengers thought it 
was too early to divide the member- 
ship rigidly into two sections. No 
final decision was reached. 

► Urge Several Categories — Slick 


i who have the best Airways proposed that CAB be 


asked to issue a separate i 
certificate permitting higher gross 
weight for aircraft and other dif- 
n-scheduled flyers (mainly fixed problems at airports where the ferences from passenger - carrying 
' ’ ' ' • •• resent most of planes. Another proposal would 

on-scheduled op- call for four classes of CAB non- 
complaints about scheduled certificates: passenger- 


basers) who appeared before CAB 
last year and protested any regula- 
i whatsoever. 


major airlines represent 
the traflic, the 
erators voiced 


► Object to Exan 


s’ Report — They the certificated airlines. The first cargo, cargo only, contract cargo, 


objected to certain sections of the conventi 
examiners’ report on the non- that 
scheduled cas 
of its failure 

more important non - scheduled 
business which has developed since 
VJ-Day with hundreds of surplus 
transport flown by these new pas- 
senger and cargo transport com- 
panies. 

Although their request to the 
Board to reopen the non-scheduled 
case is not expected to be granted, 
they have been invited by CAB to 
file their views. This petition is 
being written, suggesting “sound, 
cautious, well studied" regulation. 

► United Front — “We are present- 
ing a united front because we do 
not want any death sentences by 
default in this industry,” George 
Boochever, Institute counsel, told 
the morning session, held in New 
York’s Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

All of the speakers realized that 
federal regulation of some kind is 
inevitable, and imminent, and there 
was an air of urgency to get the 
Institute organized, and compile 
the most constructive suggestions 
of the membership for speedy pres- 
entation to the Board. 


i speaker who emphasized 
are complementing rather 
the regularly 
brought instant 


and training-photography-dusting, 


and prolonged applause. Another funds t 
speaker expressed the opinion that pable, 
“big men like Eddie Rickenbacker would 
and C. R. Smith are really with us aviatioi 
in their hearts, but as directors of 


the Institute to hire a 
full-time director, who 
le well enough known to 
CAA, CAB, and Congress 
(Turn U 



Institute Officers: Among officers of the Institute of Air Transportation 

are ( left to right): H. A. H. Cook ( president of Transmarine), vice-pres- 
ident: George Boochever, legal counsel; Gilbert Smith (Transmarine), 
secretary; Edward Jenkins (National Skyway Freight), a director; and 
S. O. Samuelsson, executive vice-president. 
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Passenger Committee Report Sets Institute Policies 


The report of the Passenger Committee of the In- 
stitute of Air Transportation established the policy of 
the Institute's first national meeting in New York last 
week. Because of its importance to both scheduled 
and non-scheduled air transport, the report is ab- 
stracted for readers of Aviation News. Hobart Cook, 
president of Transmarine Airways, presented the re- 
port as chairman of the Committee. 

The Civil Aeronautics Act . . . has fallen be- 
hind the scope of the aggressive and expanding 
industry it regulates. Much of the content is modeled 
upon precedent set by railroad commissions, public 
utility commissions, and ICC. Today air commerce 
has set its own precedent. 

State lines, rights-of-way, highways, and river 
courses have no influence on an airplane. Yet, one 
operator might institute a service over a 100 -mile 
route with termini in different states and find himself 
caught in a welter of federal regulations because he 
is an interstate operator, while another might in- 
stitute service over a 5,000-mile route within Texas 
and be subject to no federal regulations other than 
airworthiness because he is an intrastate operator. 
Where is the consistency here? 

How unfortunate it is that remedial action pro- 
posed by the examiners fails to correct this, and only 
tends to make the situation more involved. If the 
examiners’ recommendations on Docket 1501 are acted 
upon as recommended, there can be only one answer 
— that the CAB places before all its other duties the 
protection of the already certificated scheduled car- 
riers and does not, as it is enjoined to do, act in the 
public interest that there be developed an air trans- 
port system properly adapted to the present and future 
needs of the foreign and domestic commerce, postal 
service, and national defense. 

► No Longer Step-Children — In oral argument before 
the Board Nov. 26, 1945, in Docket 1501, the large 
majority of non-scheduled operators pleaded for com- 
plete exemption from any form of federal regulation 
other than airworthiness. This . . . was a mistaken 
action. The non-scheduled air transport field is no 
longer the little stepchild of pre-World War II. If we 
are consistent with our convictions that the non- 
scheduled operator performs a valuable and necessary 
public function, then we must insist on federal recog- 
nition and regulation. 

Without such regulation in the past, the large air- 
lines would never have recovered from the nearly 
disastrous financial condition in which they found 
themselves. Beyond these benefits, the Act proved to 
be an inspiration to the development and progress of 
scheduled aviation, for it made known to industry, 
state and local governments, and to the public, that 
the Federal government recognized the value of aero- 
nautics in this country’s commerce, prestige, and 
security. This is what the act must do for commercial 
non-scheduled air transportation. 

Therefore, such regulation as is enforced must be 
sound, cautious, well studied, as well as nourishing, 
encouraging, and educational. 

► Based on Pre-War Flying — The recommendations of 
Examiners Madden and Henderson constitute a profi- 
cient, well thought-out and studious product; but it 
is based upon the pre-war level of non-scheduled 
activities. This very fact antiquates the report and 
destroys its suitability . . . Only with proper federal 


regulation and protection will non-scheduled oper- 
ators survive and establish themselves in the eyes of 
the public as an ethical, reliable, responsible, and 
necessary part of the air transport network. What- 
ever our economic destiny may be, it most certainly 
can only be financial doom if the proposed regulations 
are adopted — specifically Paragraph C of the proposed 
classification and exemption order . . . 

This portion of the proposed order has several 
stipulations, any one of which would seriously hamper 
non-scheduled operations, but taken together they 
could and would stifle completely this type of opera- 
tions. For example: 

“It shall be a condition to the operation as a fixed 
base air carrier that said carrier shall limit the trans- 
portation of persons and property for compensation 
or hire to the transportation of persons or property on 
trips originating at the principal place of business 
of the carrier, and to trips originating at other points 
but which are destined to said principal place of 
business, and that no trips shall be made between 
other points, nor between points between which rea- 
sonably direct service is available by air carriers 
operating under certificate of public convenience and 
necessity issued by the Civil Aeronautics Board, except 
that such trips may be made on a casual, occasional 
and infrequent basis. Trips in excess of 10 in any 
calendar month between the same pair of points be- 
tween which reasonably direct service is available by 
air carriers operating under certificates of public con- 
venience and necessity shall be deemed to exceed 
a casual, occasional and infrequent basis." 

► Arbitrary Limitation — This arbitrary ruling precludes 
the possibility of obtaining return loads to points near 
one's base of operations, and together with the 
stipulation that limits trips to a casual, occasional 
and infrequent basis, strikes at the very heart of 
our economic survival. 

Here is clearly indicated the Board's desire to 
protect the scheduled airlines — but protect them 
from what? They are already virtually subsidized 
through mail contracts. Certainly this fact alone 
prevents any large degree of rate competition. It is 
also not likely that non-scheduled passenger oper- 
ators will be able to compete in speed and comfort 
with, for instance, a Constellation. 

Rather than being competitive, the non-scheduled 
operation is the perfect complement to the scheduled; 
it provides service on anywhere-anytime basis when 
factors exist that place its convenience and necessity 
above that of the scheduled services. 

Should you establish a high frequency operation 
between points over which no certificated air carrier 
provided service, and should the route be awarded 
at a subsequent date to a certificated carrier, you 
would be compelled (under Paragraph C) to reduce 
your operation of the route to a casual, occasional 
and infrequent basis, and this in spite of the fact 
that you had the initiative to develop the route in spite 
of the fact that you placed your investment in jeopardy 
to prove the route, in spite of the fact that you might 
have had a concurrent application for a certificate on 
the route. 

To combat this, we must demand regulation which 
will provide us some protection; something akin to 
the grandfather rights awarded at the time of pas- 
sage of the Act. 
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AIR TRANSPORTATION— "SUBWAY STYLE" 

Passengers sit shoulder to shoulder in this converted C-4 7 operated by 
Davis Airways, one-plane non-scheduled service now shuttling between 
Boston and Miami. Generous insulation is the predominant evidence of 
conversion work handled by Northrop at Ontario, Calif. Partners Harold 
M. Collance, ex-ATC pilot, and Bernard Davis who bought the surplus 
plane with war savings, hope to earn enough with their "Skycargo- 


to command national respect. Sched- 
ules of dues were not set. One 
suggestion was to base them on 
gross tonnage of aircraft owned by 
each member. 

Richard Prescott, president of the 
Flying Tigers, was boomed for 
president, but he expressed the 
opinion that no executive of any 
institute member could spare the 
time from his own company. He 
agreed with the proposal advanced 
by Slick Airways to engage a full- 
time director. 

► Who Shall Join?— Should all non- 
scheduled carriers who apply be 
accepted as charter members of 
the Institute? Final consensus was 
that they should, until they should 
demonstrate any inability to meet 
minimum standards which will be 
imposed by the association. Com- 
panies thus dismissed — even though 
flying a C-47 — would possibly re- 
vert back to the pre-war charter 
regulations, similar to the exemp- 
tion order affecting operators of 
lightplanes, Stinsons, and other 
small charter craft. Such an oper- 
ator would be limited to certain 
types of service, however. 

One or two carriers indicated 
they could meet shortly all aircraft 
and operating standards now im- 
posed by CAB on the airlines, but 
other speakers advocated the best 
possible requirement without de- 


stroying any large number of op- 
erators. There was unanimous ex- 
pression that safety standards must 
be higher than the simple air- 
worthiness regulations of CAA. 

Members expressed appreciation 
to Richard Fender, of CAA, for 
his advice, consideration, and co- 
operation, which had enabled the 
non-scheduled operators to raise 
their standards in recent months. 
Fender is chief of non-scheduled 
operations for CAA’s First Region. 
He was a speaker at the meeting. 

New Line Allocated 
Seven Surplus C-54’s 

Air Transport Corp., New York, 
new non-scheduled line which plans 
to set up a trunk air cargo service 
between New York and the West 
Coast, has been allocated seven sur- 
plus Douglas C-54B's from the War 
Assets Administration. Seven vet- 
erans own the firm. 

► UNRRA Work Is Aim— Another 
recipient was Southern Commercial 
Air Transport, Inc., of Shreveport, 
La., also operated by former service 
men, which plans to modify its C- 
54B for use in carrying UNRRA 
supplies. 

Other allocations: 



Proposals 

The passenger committee of 
the Institute of Air Transporta- 
tion made these recommenda- 
tions to the membership: 

► That the proposed exemption 
order attached to the examiners' 
report be supported except those 
limiting either originating or 
completed trips to the fixed base 

iting non-scheduled service be- 
tween airline points and those 
limiting non-scheduled flights to 
10 a month between any pair of 
points between which certifi- 
cated airline service is offered, 
and those which would reduce a 
non-scheduled operator's serv- 
ice over any route later granted 
to a certificated carrier. 

► That a more appropriate name 
be selected to designate the 
services performed, and the term 
“certificated non-scheduled air 
carrier” is suggested. 

► That no limitation be placed 
on non-scheduled carriers as to 
frequency, destination or inter- 
mediate points served and until 
an interpretation of “reasonably 
direct service” can be obtained 
from the Board further recom- 
mendations on this subject can- 

► That prior operation of a non- 
scheduled route be considered 
as strong evidence in support of 
route applications, and preven- 
tion against certification by the 
Board of other operators on the 

► That Board regulations be fur- 
ther amplified to extent of con- 
trolling fair tariffs, require ade- 
quate insurance by the carrier, 

ures, and aircraft and pilot air- 

► That the Board place in effect 
on non-scheduled services the 
provisions of CAA draft release 
58 to standardize operation im- 
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BEST TODAY • 
STILL BETTER 
. TOMORROW^ 


of hydrculic fluids. 


FREE 


i IMPACT- 


■ RECOIL 


N r i&7ir«$fonc 


LANDING GEA 


F irestone research has designed, 
developed and perfected a new type of 
main and auxiliary landing gear which 
combines simplicity, high performance, 
light weight and low cost. The new 
Firestone SuperFlex landing gear consists 
of a vertical tube with the upper end 
attached to the aircraft structure and the 
lower end containing a controlled rubber 
spring absorption unit which is connected 
to the wheels through a simplified linkage. 
The landing load is absorbed by rubber 
displacement and air compression result' 
ing from the upward movement of the 
wheel. Recoil is positively controlled by 
the use of friction material. 

The Firestone SuperFlex landing gears 
were especially designed for personal 
aircraft with maximum gross weights 
within 3,000 pounds. 

Simplification of design, made possible 
by years of experience as a supplier to 
high production industries, utilizes stamp- 
ings and eliminates highly machined 
surfaces with “expensive” close tolerances. 
These manufacturing economies result in 
surprisingly low costs. 

Elimination of many parts used in 


tional landing gears permits a 
welcome reduction in weight. 

Low oscillation rate control and damp- 
ing characteristics provide excellent 
taxiing qualities. 

There is no possibility of the landing 
gear sticking. Extension is positive and 

There are no telescoping tubes, no oil 
compartments, no packing glands. 

Minimum overall section width and 
height make the Firestone SuperFlex 
landing gear ideal for retraction and 
permit lower center of gravity. 

Clean, compact design assures low drag 
in extended position. 

Maintenance costs are remarkably low 
— service in less than one-year intervals 
is unnecessary, and the entire unit 
replacement of tire, wheel, brake and 
absorption unit is easily and quickly 
accomplished by the removal of a few 
bolts and nuts. 

Here is the revolutionary landing gear 
for your new design of aircraft. The new 
Firestone SuperFlex landing gear sets 
entirely new standards of safety, economy 
nd reliability. Ask about it today. 
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PERSONNEL 


Smith Succeeds Sewall 
As President of AOS 


C. R. Smith, chairman of the board 
of American Airlines, has been elect- 
ed president of American Overseas 
Airlines to succeed Sumner Sewall, 
released from his duties as president 
to undertake an important assign- 
ment for the War Department. Har- 
old R. Harris, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager, was elected to the board 
of directors in place of Sewall. Terrell 
C. Drinkwater, vice-president, was 
named a director succeeding C. W. 



Jacob, secretary of American Airlines. 
Charles J. Rausch (left) has been 
named director of cargo service for 
United Air Lines. He has been assist- 
ant to the regional vice-president in 
charge of eastern operations. D. V. 
O'Leary (right), veteran in air trans- 
portation, has been appointed man- 
ager of stores for United’s newly 
organised property department. The 
new department will direct lease 
negotiations, acquisition and disposi- 
tion of real property, inventory con- 



W. R. Lynn has been named assist- 
ant general traffic manager for Alaska 
Airlines, with headquarters in An- 
chorage. He was with Mid-Continent 
Air Lines and Braniff Airways, prior 
to joining the Air Force. A. J. Kins- 


man has been named district traffic 
manager for the airline in Seattle. He 
has been general traffic manager for 
Northwest Air Lines and passenger 
traffic manager for the old Boeing 
Air Transport Co. 


James H. Holley, formerly supervisor 
of flight service and contract ad- 
ministrator for Timm Aircraft Corp., 
has joined Electronic Specialty Co., 
Los Angeles, makers of Ranger Air- 
craft Radios, as special factory repre- 
sentative. 


B. R. Sherrell has resigned as gen- 
eral manager of the Aircraft Divi- 
sion at Willys-Overland Motors, Inc. 
He joined Willys-Overland from Con- 
solidated-Vultee Aircraft Corp,, 
where he was works manager for the 
Nashville division. He also has been 
affiliated with Spartan, Chance- 
Vought and Southern Aircraft Corp. 


Robert E. Reedy, chief project engi- 
neer for the building of Lockheed 
Aircraft Corp.'s Little Dipper and 
Big Dipper experimental lightplanes, 
has resigned to become chief engi- 
neer of Stanley Hiller, Jr.'s United 
Helicopters, Inc., at Berkeley, Calif. 


C. J. Miller (photo) has been named 
manager of the interline and agency 



bureaus and 
agencies. Miller has been serving as 
southern divisional traffic manager 
with offices in Knoxville. 


Leon E. Thomas, Jr., recently with 
the Navy Bureau of Aeronautics, has 
been appointed assistant to the fac- 
tory manager at Chance Vought Air- 
craft, Stratford, Conn. Before join- 
ing the Navy, Thomas was with Fire- 
stone and prior to that was with the 
duPont Co. 


Charles H. Kanavel has been named 
district manager of the automotive, 
aviation and government sales divi- 
sion of B. F. Goodrich Co., in Los 
Angeles, succeeding Joe E. Earll who 
recently, resigned to join Pacific Air- 


James E. Romar (left), recently with 
the ATC, has rejoined Eastern Air 
Lines and has resumed his duties in 
charge of the New York city pur- 


Flect Resigns 
Maj. Reuben H. Fleet has re- 
signed as consultant to Consoli- 
dated Vultee Aircraft Corp. 

He organized Consolidated 
Aircraft Corp. in Rhode Island 
in 1923 and was president until 
1941 when the corporation con- 
solidated with Vultee Aircraft, 
Inc. He remained with the Con- 
vair organization after the mer- 
ger as a consultant. 


chasing office. Frank H. Mattix 
(right), who was with the Navy, has 
returned to Eastern and been ap- 



pointed Great Lakes division agency 
manager with headquarters in De- 
troit. Mattix was with Eastern from 
1936 until he joined the armed forces. 

Melvin J. Storz, formerly manager of 
public relations for the Wright Aero- 
nautical Corp., has been named pro- 
motion manager for Aeiation, Avia- 
tion News, and Air Transport. Storz, 
who joined Wright in 1940 as editor 
of the customer magazine and em- 
ployee paper, has directed advertising 
and public relations for the com- 
pany's seven plants. He has been 



controller. 

Stewart Faulkner has been appointed 
director of advertising and publicity 
for Continental Air Lines.. He pre- 
viously has worked for American 
Airlines, Lockheed Aircraft Corp., 
Alaska Airlines and Air Express In- 
ternational Agency, Inc. 
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MESSAGE TO A MAN FALLING FOR A PIPER CUB 


Brother, we know just how you feel! 
You’re on the brink of a great big won- 
derful adventure, and we don’t blame 
you for being excited! 

May we give you a little advice? 
(You'll be getting plenty from now on.) 
The finest investment you can make 
is the best in fuels and lubricants for 
your plane. 

So, with pardonable pride we point 


to Phillips Aviation Products. You’ll 
find them everywhere throughout the 
great Middle West. And, for good car- 
buration and a clean motor, we can 
supply you with plenty of Phillips 66 
tin-leaded 80 octane fuel. 

At big airports and small, look for 
the big Orange and Black 66 sign. It 
means gasoline and oil developed by a 
company as air-minded and enthusi- 
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FINANCIAL 

Survey Views Aircraft Industry 
As Sustaining Force in Economy 

Study by Standard & Poor’s lists it in "Growth” category but 
sees early commitments as speculative; spectacular airline ex- 
pansion forecast, with profits outlook less optimistic. 


The long-term position of the 
aircraft and air transport industries 
is appraised in a general study re- 
leased by Standard & Poor’s. 
Termed “How Long Will the Boom 
Last," this special study examines 
all major industries and places the 
aviation group in the “Growth” 
category. 

The advisory service significantly 
comments that, “As a rule, the 
equities representing growth indus- 
tries are vulnerable to general de- 
pressions, even though the indus- 
try’s sales may tend to resist the 
general trend. Successive price con- 
cessions, narrowing profit margins, 
and, frequently, a trend toward 
lower earnings on invested capital 
are as characteristic of true growth 
industries as their sales expansion.” 

► Outlook Summarized — The air- 
craft indutry is considered to be a 
sustaining force in the general 
economy. The group’s outlook is 
summarized as follows: 

► Military business will be large, 
once a definite national policy is de- 
cided on. In all probability, pro- 
duction of military planes will be 
considerably larger in 1947 than in 
1946 and will continue at an ad- 
vanced and fairly stable level 
thereafter. 

► Substantial deliveries of new com- 
mercial planes are not scheduled 
until late 1946 and early 1947, 
when many advanced types will be 
in production. From then on, an 
annual commercial output of $250,- 
000,000 to $300,000,000, including 
exports, can be expected for at least 
three years. Even thereafter, 
volume should be large. 

► Total aircraft sales of between 

$1,000,000,000 and $1,600,000,000 
will compare with negligible 
amounts in pre-war years. In other 
words, a new major industry has 
been added, with its long-term 
growth trend still to be defined. 

The service concludes that “until 


their relative positions are more 
clearly marked out, commitments 
in any individual issue will entail 
considerable speculative risk. 

► Spectacular Airline Growth Seen 
— A spectacular growth for the air- 
lines is predicted with the profits 
outlook less rosy. The estimate is 
advanced that the domestic airlines 
will be flying 7,000,000,000 miles 
by 1950, or three times the 1944 
total. 

The earnings gain, however, is 
expected to be much less spectacu- 
lar. Standard & Poor’s believe that 
in “order to attract ever-increasing 
traffic, the lines will continue to 
shave rates; some in the industry 
believe the recent reductions were 
premature. Expenses will continue 
to rise as more and larger equip- 
ment is introduced, making the 
lines vulnerable to declines in the 
load factor below the point of most 
efficient operation. Finally, wide in- 
creases in the industry’s capitaliza- 
tions will be required to finance the 
expansion ahead. Indeed, it may 
be that capitalizations will at times 
outrun the growth of applicable 
earnings.” 

► Warning Given — The service cau- 
tions that, “in view of the extent to 
which airline stocks have outdis- 
tanced both the general market 
and airline earnings, they are 
highly speculative and cannot be 
recommended on the basis of the 
usual investment yardsticks. For 
those willing to accept a degree of 
risk, however, American, Eastern, 
Northwest and PCA are suggested.” 

Interestingly enough, Merrill 
Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Beane, re- 
cently have removed their recom- 
mendation “most attractive” for 
American Airlines. This action was 
attributed to the very sharp ad- 
vance in the price of the carrier's 
stock. The stock exchange firm 
comments: “. . . it is doubtful if 
its performance in nearby periods 


will continue so 
favorable.” 

► Added Emphasis Given — Added 
emphasis to the current airline 
earnings picture is afforded by the 
comments of W. A. Patterson, pres- 
ident of United Air Lines, at the 
company's annual meeting. 

He said profits in 1946 will be 
substantially lower than in 1945. 
The company further expects to do 
some financing soon to meet the 
expenses of a proposed $52,000,000 
expansion program over the next 12 
to 18 months. This financing prob- 
ably will take the form of bank 
loans and will subordinate the 
existing equity. 

Officials Continue 
To Sell Holdings 

Aircraft company officials con- 
tinued to liquidate share holdings 
during the month of February. This 
is revealed in the summary of 
transactions recently released by 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 

► Raymond S. Pruitt sold a total of 
8,000 shares of Aviation Corp. dur- 
ing January and February, leav- 
ing 37,568. C. Coburn Darling sold 
500 shares of the same company, 
retaining 17,500. More options is- 
sued to Avco officers also are in evi- 
dence. Irving B. Babcock and Carl 
Kindi both received options to pur- 
chase 25,000 shares of the company's 

► Sherman M. Fairchild continues 
to liquidate his holdings, selling 11,— 
200 shares of Fairchild Engine & 
Airplane, keeping 118,970; and 400 
of Fairchild Camera & Instrument, 
retaining 78,870. 

► T. A. Wells sold 1,200 shares of 
Beech, holding 1,836. Charles A. 
Dana liquidated 900 Curtiss-Wright 
common, retaining 100. J. E. Swan 
disposed of 700 shares of Piper, 
keeping 1,000. Swan's investment 
firm is acting as the underwriters 
for a new stock issue to be sold by 
Piper. 

► It was also revealed that Richard 
W. Millar, upon becoming vice- 
chairman of Northrop, owns 6,569 
shares of that company’s stock. 

There was more buying than sell- 
ing in the airline group. 

► The Hughes Tool Co. appears to 
have resumed its buying of TWA 
stock, purchasing 2,200 shares 
bringing its total holdings up to 
437,250. 

► Charles E. Beard bought 900 of 
Braniff to increase his interest to 
2,900 shares. George Howell pur- 
chased 500 shares of Eastern. 
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Can You identify this new transport? 

See second paragraph below. 


One major AIRLINE can profit 
by this wealth o/^ADVE RTISING 
EXPERIENCE 



Let us show you our "Blueprint for Successful Airline 
Advertising ” ... a study based on 18 years of getting 
results for aeronautical advertisers 


T O some one major airline . . . 

whose expansion program de- 
mands advertising geared to send 
pay load skyward . . . this sales- 
minded advertising agency offers an 
exceptional combination of experi- 
ence, knowledge, vision and skill. We 
know flying . . . know how to sell 
it . . . have been doing it success- 
fully since 1928. 

Here’s one example: This agency 
produced the fast-moving magazine 
and newspaper campaign which, 
starting from scratch last Sep- 
tember, has helped win rapid and 


widespread acceptance* for Martin 
2-0-2’s. We’ll show you more ex- 
amples of successful campaigns pro- 
duced for other advertisers with the 
“Blueprint.” 

But the “Blueprint” goes beyond 
success stories. It shows where and 
how major airlines are spending their 
advertising dollars . . . gives latest 
available figures on their expendi- 
tures . . . shows copy appeals and 
media they are using. It presents an 
analysis of the public mind on air 
travel . . . and an analysis of ship- 
pers’ minds and practices on air 


freight. From such facts and figures, 
plus our 18 years of successful experi- 
ence on the inside of aviation, it 
draws definite conclusions . . . which 
blueprint the basic course for giving 
your airline more traffic and more 

We're ready to show the “Blueprint 
for Successful Airline Advertising” 

we promise that you’ll find the time 
well spent. No obligation. Phone or 
write to Wilbur VanSant, president, 
and name a date that will suit your 


Marlin's new Biimfi'u transports 
include Braniff, Chi, ago id Southern, 
Colonial, Eastern, Pennsylvania- 
Central, United Air Lines. 


VanSant, Dugdale & Co ,,7nc. 


NATIONAL 
Court Squ< 


SINCE 1912 
ng, BALTIMORE 2, MD„ Phone LEsington 5400 
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PRODUCTION 

Latest Leases Indicate WAA 
Shift to Sales-Percentage Basis 

Recently-announced contracts with Kellett Aircraft Corp. and 
Jack & Heintz are based on future net business with increasing 
scale of minimum payments called for. 


A definite trend toward accept- 
ance by War Assets Administra- 
tion of the aircraft industry’s phi- 
losophy that leases of surplus war 
plants should be based on a per- 
centage of sales is seen in the fact 
that most the leases recently com- 
pleted, or now in negotiation, are 
calculated on that formula. 

Recently announced leases are 
with Kellett Aircraft Corp., of Phil- 
adelphia, and Jack & Heintz, Inc., 
Cleveland. Probably most interest- 
ing and significant are the terms 
under which Kellett takes over for 
five years the aircraft parts plant 
at Lansdale, Pa., operated during 
the war by SKF Industries, Inc. 

► Details of Lease — Kellett's an- 
nual rental will be 2>A percent of 
net sales with a minimum of $142,- 
000 the first year; $177,000 the sec- 
ond year; $213,000 the third year; 
and $284,000 the fourth and fifth 
years. For the first three years, the 
maximum total rental for that pe- 
riod will be $355,028. There will 
be no maximum for the fourth and 
fifth years. 

The Jack & Heintz lease covers 
two plants used by that company 
during the war at Bedford, Ohio, 
and machinery and equipment at 
facilities in Maple Heights and 
Cleveland. For the first two of the 
five-year period, rental will be 27 
percent of net sales, with a min- 
imum of $33,500 per year and a 
maximum of $67,000. Rental dur- 
ing each of the last three years shall 
be $67,000. 

► Other Deals Outlined — Other plant 
disposal action revealed by WAA: 

► Sale of its wartime airplane parts 
and gun mount plant at Burlington, 
Vt., to Bell Aircraft Corp. for $600,- 
000 cash, slightly under the "esti- 
mated fair value" of $647,457. Ac- 
tual cost of the plant was $975,780. 

► Sale of the plant at Evansville, 
Ind., it used to manufacture P-47 
wings to Servel, Inc., for $810,000 
cash. Actual cost was $1,489,321, 


and estimated fair value is now 
$900,000. Servel plans to use the 
facility for production of home air 

► Sale of the establishment at To- 
ledo, Ohio, used in wartime by the 
Northern Aircraft Products division 
of Aviation Corp. to the Owens-Illi- 
nois Glass Co. for $300,000. 

► Sale of the Kinner Motors engine 
parts plants at West Hollywood, 
Calif., to Mitchell Camera Corp. 
for $559,592. 

► Sale of its airplane engine plant at 
Bedford, Ind., to General Motors 
Corp. for $2,765,765. 

► Sale of its two aircraft parts fac- 
tories at Malden, Mass., to Lawson 
Machine & Tool Co. for $104,293. 

► Sale to Buick Motor division of 
GM for $2,125,991 of its wartime 
aircraft parts plant at Flint, Mich. 

► Sale of the Curtiss-Wright Plant 
No. 2 at Newark, N. J., to the Essex 
County Board of Chosen Freehold- 
ers for $300,000. 


Canadian Helicopter 

First three-place helicopter to 
be built in Canada will be ready 
for test flights late in May. It 
was designed by Sznycer & 
Gottlieb of New York and man- 
ufacured by Engineering Prod- 
ucts of Canada Ltd., for Inter- 
city Airlines Co., Montreal. 

Designated the S. G. Mark 

gers and pilot, plus 100 lbs. of 

baggage. 

Intercity Airlines expects to 
use the helicopter in service be- 
tween Cornwall, Ont., Montreal, 
Quebec, the resort area of Lake 
Tremblant, Grandmere, Sher- 
brooke and Thetford Mines. The 
application to the Canadian Air 
Transport Board for service 
awaits test flights. 


Grumman Develops 
New-Type Autopilot 

Regardless of the position and 
attitude of an airplane or the ab- 
sentmindedness of the pilot, Grum- 
man’s new GR-1 automatic pilot 
will instantaneously and auto- 
matically "take over" and continue 
flying the airplane in its existing 
flight attitude. 

Raymond N. Greif of the C. M. 
Johnson Co., Grumman Aircraft 
Engineering Corp., in announcing 
engineering details of the robot for 
the first time in the April issue of 
Aviation Magazine discloses that 
the lightweight, simple, automatic 



GLOBEMASTER PRODUCTION LINE: 

This is the first photograph showing progress of Douglas Aircraft Co.’s 
production of massive C- 74 Globemaster transports for the Army. Near- 
ing completion in the company’s Long Beach, Calif., factory are planes 
No. 4, 5, 6 and 7 of a 14-plane contract. The prototype now is completing 
Army service test flights, and planes 2 and 3 are nearly ready for flight. 
With the line now stabilized, delivery should be at the rate of one every 
three weeks. Assured suitable landing facilities, the Globemaster could 
circle the earth at the equator in three hops. Its non-stop range is 8,000 
miles. Cruising speeds go up to 275 mph. Fuel tanks carry 1 1,000 gals, of 
gasoline to feed four Pratt & Whitney Wasp Major engines. Payload 
capacity is 125 troops or 30 tons of cargo. 
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NEW RCA TRANSMITTER: 

This new lightweight aircraft radio transmitter is being produced by 
Radio Corp. of America, whose engineers say the high power and multi- 
frequency operation required of aircraft radio transmitters as the cruising 
range and speed of modern planes increase are built-in features of this 
device. The four-channel transmitter weighs slightly more than 40 lbs. 
and is capable of supplying 50 watts of output power. It has what is 
described as a fool-proof band change stoitch. The transmitter, the AVT- 
49, is the first unit in a new RCA line of matched equipment. 


flight device designed for warplanes 
can be readily adapted for use on 
peacetime commercial aircraft. 

► Is Self-synchronous — The unit is 
self -synchronous — automatic 
synchronization is a continuous ad- 
justment relative to the position of 
the airplane, assuring continuation 
of the plane's flight attitude at the 
moment of the engagement of the 
automatic pilot. 

Dives, climbs, banks, coordinated 
turns, and climbing and diving 
turns may be accomplished while 
on automatic flight by simple finger 
trip operation of a small control 
lever in a manner similar to the 
operation of a conventional air- 
plane control stick. The limits of 
all maneuvers are controlled by the 
operating limits of the automatic 
pilot, these being: Dive, 50 deg.; 
climb, 30 deg.; and bank, 45 deg. 

► Weighs 27 lbs.— The entire assem- 
bly, consisting of eight individual 
components, weighs approximately 
27 lb. Interconnecting tubing, wir- 
ing, and fittings increase the weight 
slightly. 

Constellations to Receive 
Overhauls at Linden, N. J. 

Lockheed Aircraft Corp. has 
established a supply and overhaul 
base for Constellations at Linden 
Airport, Linden, N. J. 

The base will supply spare parts 
and facilities for repair and over- 
haul of selected components of Con- 
stellations. Walter McGinty will be 
in charge. 


AT-lI’s May Be Bought 
Directly From Depots 

Surplus AT-11 Beech twin-en- 

directly from sales-storage depots 
without an allocation, War Assets 
Administration has reported. Suf- 
ficient planes have been set aside 
to meet allocation commitments al- 
ready made. 

Additional stocks are expected 
for sale within the next month or 
two at the Ponca City, Okla., depot 
or at Bush Field. Augusta, Ga. 


Aluminum Prop 

A propeller forged of light- 
weight aluminum now is avail- 
able for the first time to 
owners of lightplanes. The Mc- 
Cauley Corp., 1840 Howell St., 
Dayton, manufacturers of the 
propeller, reports preliminary 
tests indicate this thin-sectioned 
prop should outlast the life of 
the plane. 

Advantages listed for the 
••Met-L-Prop” are that the take- 
off run is shortened, the rate of 
climb is increased and a faster 
cruising speed can be achieved 
without sacrificing takeoff per- 
is eliminated. The propeller is 
corrosion resistant since it can- 
not swell, crack or warp and 
weather elements have little 
effect. The corporation says it 
will be available for use with 
Continental A65, A75, C75 and 
C85 engines. 


263 Planes Sold 
By FLC in February 

Sale of 263 surplus aircraft, plus 
aircraft parts, with a total value 
of $15,257,211 was made during 
February, the Office of the Foreign 
Liquidation Commissioner has an- 
nounced. Sales price was $3,022,793, 
14 percent greater than in January. 

Cumulative FLC aviation sales 
through February totaled $14,371,- 
652, of which $7,576,745 was from 
FLC stocks overseas, and the bal- 
ance from surplus held by War As- 
sets Administration. 

► Disposal Conditions Set — The State 
Department, under whose authority 
FLC functions, has issued new reg- 
ulations covering the considerations 
FLC can accept in surplus disposal. 
In brief, these considerations are: 
cash or credit; settlement or can- 
cellation of claims against the Gov- 
ernment; and other property, real 
or personal, tangible or intangible. 

In the main, the regulations mere- 
ly clarify and re-affirm policies un- 
der which FLC has been operating. 
The bulk sale of surpluses in Eng- 
land to Great Britain was included 
in the lend-lease settlement with 
that country, and similar arrange- 
ments are pending. 

Avco Dividend Declared 

The Aviation Corp. has declared 
a quarterly dividend of 5614 cents 
per share on the corporation's 
cumulative convertible preferred 
stock, payable May 1 to stockhold- 
ers of record April 15, 1946. Divi- 
dend rate of the preferred stock is 
$2.25 per annum, payable quarterly 
on the first day of February, May. 
August and September. 

Miles Marathon Prototype 
Scheduled to Fly Soon 

First prototype of the Miles 
Marathon, all-metal, high-wing 
monoplane with fully retractable 
tricycle undercarriage and twin fins 
and rudders, is scheduled to fly be- 
fore the month is out. 

The first two prototypes of this 
18 -passenger transport will have 
four 320-hp. Gypsy Queen 71 en- 
gines, supercharged and geared. 
They will drive constant-speed re- 
versible-pitch propellers. No deci- 
sion has yet been reached regarding 
the engines for the third prototype. 

► Specifications — The plane has 
been designed to take four Gypsy 
Queens or four Cheetahs or four 
Leonides, or two Rolls-Royce Darts, 
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or skyborne 

they have this in common 
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SEABEE CONSTRUCTION DETAILS: 

Engineers’ drawing shows relationship of major construct! 
of Repubic's four-place Seabee amphibian. 


n components 


1946. The dividend is payable May 
15 to stockholders of record May 
3, 1946. A payment of the same 
amount was made to common 
stockholders for the previous 
quarter. 

All outstanding shares of $1.25 
cumulative convertible preferred 
stock were called for redemption on 
March 1, 1946. Prior to that date, 
163.776 shares of preferred were 
converted into common stock, and 
the balance of the preferred was re- 
deemed for cash. The entire out- 
standing capital stock of the cor- 
poration now consists of 1,570,266 
shares of common stock. 

Nazis Evolved Sonic Test 
For Bubbles in Bearings 


which are turbines driving propel- 
lers and developing aprpoximately 
1,000 hp. each. 

The plane has a span of 65 ft., 
over-all length of 52 ft., 1 in.; 
height 13 ft. 9 in. and a cabin vol- 
ume of 774 cu. ft. Width of pas- 
sengers’ seats between centers of 

► Performance — It has a maximum 
weak mixture cruising speed of 210 
mph. at 10,000 ft.: an economical 
cruising speed of 175 mph. and a 
maximum still air range of 1,000 
miles. Payload of passenger version 
with fuel for 500 miles is 3.600 lbs. 

El Segundo Engineering 
To Be Shifted to Plant 

Return of Douglas Aircraft Co.'s 
El Segundo, Calif., engineering di- 
vision to the El Segundo main pro- 
duction plant adjoining Los An- 
geles Airport is expected to begin 

Since 1942 the engineering di- 
vision has occupied quarters nearly 
two miles from the factory as a 
wartime security measure. 

When the move is completed the 
division's present buildings will be 
taken over by the Sixth Region 
headquarters of the Civil Aero- 
nautics Administration, now located 
in Santa Monica. 

Cal-Acro Tech Acquires 
Lockheed Wind Tunnel 

Cal-Aero Technical Institute (for- 
merly Curtiss-Wright Technical In- 
stitute) at Grand Central Airport. 
Glendale, Calif., has acquired a 
wind tunnel as a major addition to 
its Engineering School laboratory. 
Donated by Lockheed Aircraft 


Corp., the tunnel originally was 
built for purposes of research and 
development by Vega Aircraft 
Corp., Lockheed subsidiary. It has 
been moved to Cal-Aero's campus 
at Grand Central Airport, where it 
will be used by advanced students 
in Aeronautical Engineering De- 

The tunnel is 43 ft. long by 12 ft. 
wide and will test models up to 2 
ft. by 3 ft. It is fully equipped 
with the latest type measuring in- 


50-Cent Dividend Voted 
By Convair Directors 
Directors of Consolidated Vultee 
Aircraft Corp. have declared a divi- 
dend of 50 cents a share for the 
three-month period ended Feb. 28, 


German aircraft engineers had 
developed a simple sonic means of 
detecting the presence of air bub- 
bles between the lining and main 
steel body of bearings, it is reported 
by the U. S. Naval Technical Mis- 
sion which went to Europe to study 
German production techniques. 

Testing is accomplished by the 
measurement of a sound beam sent 
through the bearing by a 10-mega- 
cycle oscillator. The bearing is 
placed in a jig in such a way that 
the beam passes through the bear- 
ing in a radial direction. As the 
bearing is rotated, the sound is in- 
dicated on a meter. A sudden drop 
in the meter reading signifies pres- 
ence of an air bubble. 

The report is No. 1672, "A Ger- 
man Supersonic Method of Testing 
Aircraft Bearings” and is available 
at $1 from the Office of Publica- 
tions, Department of Commerce. 



FIRST FACTORY INSPECTORS: 

Piper Aircraft Corp., among the first aircraft manufacturers to qualify 
under the new CAA ruling permitting company employees to be named 
as Designated Manufacturing Inspection Representatives, recently staged 
this ceremony to mark the step. Left to right are: J. G. Saure, chief of 
the CAA Manufacturing Division; S. A. Whitehead, CAA Senior Aircraft 
Factory Inspector; T. V. Weld, Piper vice-president; and Piper Factory 
Inspectors Howard C. Markle, William P. McCissick and Jesse Buckle. 
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Presidential Action Anticipated 
To Forestall TWA Pilots’ Strike 

Expected to appoint emergency board to prevent interruption of 
commerce; walkout, set for this week, would be first in ALPA’s 
16 years of existence. 

By BLAINE STUBBLEFIELD 


The President is expected to ap- 
point an emergency board to fore- 
stall the TWA pilots' strike, due to 
start sometime this week. 

Spokesmen for the airlines wage 
committee said both the committee 
and TWA fully expected to settle 
difference in the pilots’ demand for 
higher pay on Skymaslers and Con- 
stellations in domestic and foreign 
service. 

► Lockout Discounted — Possibility 
that TWA would hire discharged 
service pilots and let the strikers 
go was unanimously discounted al- 
though the president of one airline 
recently negotiating with ALPA 
privately threatened to establish a 
four-engine check-out school and 
discharge union pilots. 

ALPA's strike call is the first in 
its 16 years of existence. The Rail- 
way Labor Act which covers air- 
line employees, and which has kept 
labor peace on the rails for 25 
years, now is faced with a test of 
its efficiency in air transportation. 

► Line Declines Comment— TWA of- 
ficials declined comment, saying the 
airlines wage committee is respon- 
sible both for further strike pro- 
cedure and for all public informa- 
tion concerning it. TWA is one of 
13 airlines which recently gave 
power of attorney and full respon- 
sibility to the committee for airline 
wage policy on two- as well as four- 
engine operations. 

David L. Behncke. ALPA presi- 
dent, refuses to recognize the com- 
mittee, insisting that he is dealing 
only with representatives of indi- 
vidual airlines, as in the past. A 
representative of the individual air- 
line in negotiation always is present 
at conferences, but the committee’s 
authority has been recognized by 
the CAB and the Justice Depart- 
ment although not entirely by the 
National Mediation Board. 

► Legal Steps Outlined — Under the 
Railway Labor Act either party, 
after failure to settle a dispute, may 


invoke mediation by NMB. On 
failure of this step NMB tries to get 
them to arbitrate. Those efforts 
have now failed in this case. 

If the President now finds that 
the situation threatens interruption 
of interstate commerce he may ap- 
point an emergency board, which 
has 30 days in which to investigate 
the case and recommend terms of 
settlement. The parties then are 
pledged not to strike for 30 more 
days. There is no compulsion on 
either side during the 60-day pe- 
riod. and at its close parties again 
are free to act. 

> Salary Viewed As Equitable — In- 
quiry reveals widespread opinion 
that most pilots, considering train- 
ing required, hours of work, respon- 
sibilities, and the fact that thou- 
sands are seeking employment, are 
already equitably paid. ALPA 
wants to lower the work month 
from the present 85 hours. (War 
emergency hours are still 100.) 

Behncke, at a recent press con- 
ference, said that salaries of $15,- 
000 to $16,000 per year had been 
proposed on the best-paying runs. 
Some first pilots on two-engined 
domestic operations are earning 
$1,000 monthly, but the average is 


Contract Deadlines 

Dates on which 19 airline 
pilot contracts, with more than 
200 amendments, are due Im- 
possible further amendment: 
American, Dec. 31; American 
Overseas, Dee. 1; Braniff, July 
1; Chicago & Southern, July 15; 
Colonial, Aug. 1; Continental, 
Sept. 1; Delta, Aug. 1; Eastern, 
July 23; Inland, Jan. 15, 1947; 
Mid-Continent, June 30; Na- 
tional, Dec. 31; Northeast, Sept. 
1; Northwest, Oct. 28; Pan 
American, June 16; Panagra, 
Nov. 1; PCA, Dec. 31; TWA, 
Jan. 31; 1947; United, Sept. 25; 
Western, Nov. 16. 



INSIGNE REDESIGNED: 

Eastern Air Lines’ well-known fly- 
ing “duck hawk" insigne has been 
dramatized and moved from the 

shown above. The bird is in red 
against a blue and silver back- 
ground. 


$675, he said. Co-pilots, comprising 
about half of ALPA’s membership 
of 6,000, get much less. His argu- 
ment for the increase repeatedly 
mentions the larger earning ca- 
pacity of the new four-engined air- 
planes. TWA employs about 1,000 
pilots on 28,270 route miles. 

► 812-9 Vote Reported — The strike 
vote, obviously taken under diffi- 
culties, is reported as 812 to 9, 
leaving about 179 not voting. Poll- 
ing of TWA pilots would be in- 
vestigated as a matter of routine by 
the emergency board. 

Interruption of service on TWA 
would seriously interfere with both 
domestic and foreign commerce and 
would overload and disrupt the 
schedules of many other airlines. 
Industry spokesmen say ALPA is 
trying to gain its ends by hitting 
one airline after another. They 
add, however, that Behncke now is 
on the defensive, as public opinion 
will weigh against him in emer- 
gency proceedings. 

► Situation Confused — He says 
ALPA has made exhaustive efforts 
for eight months toward peaceful 
settlement. He says that on last 
February 12 TWA accepted a prof- 
fer of arbitration, but withdrew it 
on March 12. Ralph S. Damon, 
chairman of the airlines wage com- 
mittee, states that as late as last 
April 3 the mediation board rec- 
ommended arbitration to both sides, 
and that it was promptly accepted 
by the airlines. Next information 
received on the pilots' attitude was 
the strike call, he said. 
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Bermuda-Type Aviation Agreements 
Attacked By Senate Committee 

Commerce votes 17-1 to adopt resolution asserting bilateral 
executive pacts are illegal and unconstitutional; President is 
expected to request Attorney General for ruling. 


The Senate Commerce Committee 
last week dropped a bomb on the 
international aviation structure be- 
ing built up by the Civil Aero- 
nautics Board and the State De- 
partment through bilateral execu- 
tive air agreements. 

By a 17-1 vote, the committee 
adopted a resolution declaring the 
Bermuda agreement with Great 
Britain and all similar executive 
air agreements illegal and uncon- 
stitutional. 

► Two Methods Outlined— The re- 
solution set forth the two exclusive 
methods by which foreign airlines 
may obtain operating privileges to 
or within the U. S.: 

► By application for certification to 
the CAB. Under the 1938 CAA Act, 
the committee maintained, foreign 
airlines may obtain certificates for 
U.S. operations from the CAB, with 
the approval of the President, after 
public hearing before the Board 
at which interested American 
parties present their views. 

► By treaty. All international air 
agreements (over-riding the re- 
quirements of the 1938 CAA Act 
for public hearing prior to the 
granting of foreign airline operat- 
ing rights to the U.S.) must take 
the form of treaty, subject to the 


approval of the Senate. 

If the directive of the powerful 
Senate committee is heeded by the 
executive branch of the govern- 
ment, there appear to be three alter- 
native developments: 

► Nullify the Bermuda and French 
agreements and require the BOAC 
and Air France to apply to the CAB 
for certification; or 

► Submit the Bermuda and French 
agreements to the Senate, as 
treaties, for ratification. 

► Or do nothing — pending further 

The resolution is in the nature 
of a threat to the executive branch 
of the government, but imposes no 
legal obligation upon the executive 
branch to follow its directive. 

► Copies Circulated — Copies of the 
resolution, authored by Sen. Owen 
Brewster (R., Me.) are being dis- 
patched to the President, the State 
Department, and the CAB. 

The sole dissenter to the resolu- 
tion, it is understood, was Sen. 
Claude Pepper (D„ Fla.) Sen. War- 
ren Magnuson (D„ Wash.) was ab- 
sent during voting on the resolution, 
but reportedly favors it. 

At a press conference following 
the Commerce committee action. 
Sen. Brewster said he expected the 



ATC MOVIES IN FLIGHT: 

The portable movie unit shown here in an Air Transport Command hos- 
pital plane was especially developed to relieve the monotony of long ATC 
evacuation hops. 


President, the State Department 
and CAB would give "serious con- 
sideration” to the viewpoint it ex- 
pressed. 

► Ruling May Be Asked— As a re- 
sult of the Senate Commerce Com- 
mittee action, the President is ex- 
pected to request the Attorney 
General for a ruling as to the con- 
stitutionality of executive air agree- 
ments drawn along the lines of 
the Bermuda and French agree- 

Should the Attorney General rule 
that Bermuda-type executive agree- 
ments are constitutional, the execu- 
tive branch of the government, it 
is expected, will rebuff the view- 
point of Senate Commerce Com- 
mittee and stand pat in its plan 
to extend world-wide U.S. airline 
operations through bilateral execu- 
tive negotiations with other coun- 

► Only One Alternative — In the 
event of this development, the 
Senate Commerce Committee would 
have only one means of compelling 
its viewpoint on the executive 
branch: by way of law. This would 


May 20. 

The revised m 
two major change 


get a favorable report fi 
► Instead of permitting o 


Flag Line" bill 
failed to 


participation to railroads, 
steamships and other transport 
interests. (The Interstate Com- 
merce Commission has already 


which would 


:m— The latter 


not give any exist 
interest control over the pro- 
posed combine 
► Answers Crit 

change was worxea out uy 
Sen. Pat McCarran (D., Nev.) 
to ward off charges that Pan 
American Airways would dom- 
inate any "community com- 
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involve passage of the McCarran 
bill, requiring all air agreements 
to take the form of treaties, and 
its approval by the President. 

While Senate approval of the 
McCarran bill is a possibility. House 
approval, or even action on the 
measure during the remainder of 
this year, is highly improbable. 

In other words, if the Attorney 
General buttresses the Administra- 
tion position in favor of executive 
air agreements, the resolution of 
the Senate Commerce Committee, 
tantamount to a directive, will 
amount to little more than nought 
— as far as plans for international 
airline operations are concerned. 

$500,000 Program 
Set at Kansas City 

Expenditure of more than $500,- 
000 on the Kansas City, Mo., Munic- 
ipal Airport was approved by an 
outgoing city council, which au- 
thorized sale of $450,000 in bonds 
for the purpose. Another $87,000 in 
the standing airport improvement 
fund will augment the money raised 
by the bonds. 

The improvement program in- 
cludes $40,000 for new drainage 
systems at the north and south end 
of the field, $180,000 for construc- 
tion of small plane hangars, shops 
and display rooms, $40,000 for al- 
terations to TWA’s headquarters 
buildings, $110,000 for purchase of 
an Army modification hangar and 
other buildings, and $75,000 as the 
city’s share in the cost of a new 
dike at the west side of the field. 

► Will Extend Runway— The new 


Binghamton Survey 

A survey showing need for 
an airport in Broome County 
(Binghamton), N. Y., has been 
completed by the new firm of 
Drew & Peters, aviation con- 
sultants, of Buffalo, N. Y. 

John L. Drew was a co-author 
of the 1944 Curtiss-Wright sur- 
vey on future air transportation. 
He formerly was sales research 
manager for the aiplane divi- 
sion of the Curtiss-Wright Corp. 
at St. Louis and Buffalo. Earl 
C. Peters did special engineer- 
ing assignments for the division 
for six years. Formation of 
their new company followed 
Curtiss-Wright's decision to halt 
production in Buffalo. 


dike or levee will mean extension of 
the field’s east-west runway about 
800 ft. Alterations to the TWA 
building and the sewer and drain- 
age systems will be necessitated by 
construction by Army engineers of 
a new flood wall. 


Elsewhere there were these air- 
port developments: 




CAB to Resume Surveys 

The Analyses Division of CAB’s 
Economic Bureau probably will re- 
sume surveys showing origination 
and destination of all passengers 
on domestically-certificated airlines 
in September. The studies were 
suspended during the war because 
of the unrepresentative traffic flows 
then prevailing. 



Proposed Cleveland Terminal Building: This drawing 
of a proposed $8,000,000 administration building for 
Cleveland Airport has been submitted to the City by 
the Allied Architects of Cleveland. Note ramp at 
right to give entry to underground parking level and 


ticket offices, whence escalators would carry pas- 
sengers to the ground level. City officials hope that 
the building, which is expected to produce an income 
of $ 600,000 a year, can be financed by mortgage rev- 
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CAB Members Are Highly Critical 
Of North Atlantic Rate Agreement 

Subject PAA, AA and TWA representatives to searching cross- 
examination on whether U. S. participants pressed for low-fare 
principle in face of foreign carriers' policy. 

By CHARLES L. ADAMS 


Searching cross-examination by 
CAB members to determine whether 
Pan American Airways, American 
Airlines System and TWA seriously 
backed the principle of low over- 
seas fares at the North Atlantic 
Traffic Conference of the Interna- 
tional Air Transport Association 
featured last week's oral argument 
on the rate resolutions adopted in 
New York early last month. 

Chairman L. Welch Pogue, Vice- 
Chairman Oswald Ryan and Mem- 
ber Harllee Branch expressed deep 
concern that the temporary $375 
New York-Paris fare adopted by 
the conference showed a latent will- 
ingness on the part of the three 
American carriers to accept the 
high-rate views of the foreign 
participants. Pogue, after listen- 


ing to extensive exposition of tiie 
agreements said it seemed to him 
incredible, but true, that the air- 
line conferees had arrived at the 
$375 figure without giving any con- 
sideration to a lower fare. 

► PAA Clarifies Stand— Following a 
statement by Howard C. Westwood, 
American Airlines attorney, that 
PAA made no effort to present ar- 
guments or statistics either in be- 
half of the $275 New York-London 
rate which it had previously en- 
dorsed, or an open rate, Ryan and 
Branch asked PAA Attorney Henry 
J. Friendly for an explanation. 

Friendly declared there was 
nothing said at the conference to in- 
dicate that either the British or 
French would accept anything ap- 
proaching the $275 fare. Pan Ameri- 



TALKS WITH KING: 

Brig. Gen. T. B. Wilson, chairman 
oj TWA's board of directors and 
director of its International Divi- 
sion, pictured as he talked aviation 
with King Farouk of Egypt during 
a recent tour of Payne Field, Cairo. 
TWA recently extended its overseas 
route to Cairo. 


can, he continued, was in favor of 
an open rate, but did not vote 
against the proposed fares because 
by so doing it would have taken 
on the full responsibility of block- 
ing the agreement, thus preventing 
it from going before the Board. 

► American Explanation — At this 
point, Branch inquired whether it 
would be fair to state that Pan 
American gave up its position for 
a $275 rate without a struggle. 
Friendly countered that PAA be- 
lieved it was the responsibility of 
the Board, not of a single holdout 
carrier, to pass judgment on the 
favored $375 rate. 

American officials declared they 
would have preferred a rate below 
the $375 figure, but said that since 
no cost estimates were available, 
American could not effectively pre- 
sent this point of view to the foreign 
carriers. Westwood asserted that 
cost imponderables for American's 
trans-Atlantic operations aggregat- 
ed a minimum of $100,000 monthly 
and possibly much more, adding that 
American could not tell within 
$50,000 what the monthly costs for 
foreign landing fees alone would be. 

► Other Factors Listed — Besides 
landing fees, which American in- 
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dicated might be “staggering” at 
points such as Gander, TWA listed 
other imponderables as foreign 
gasoline taxes, “which go as high 
as 30-40 cents a gallon,” overseas 
communications services, foreign 
currency fluctuation and pilots' pay. 

In answering American’s conten- 
tion that it would have backed a 
$275 rate had PAA presented sup- 
porting data, Friendly observed 
that American, which claimed to 
have no cost figures of its own, had 
filed elaborate statistical studies in 
support of a 6-cents-a-mile fare 
when it presented its trans-At- 
lantic application before the Board 
in 1944. At the New York meeting. 
Friendly went on, American seemed 
perfectly willing to continue with 
the $572 rate previously in effect, 
which was over 15 cents a mile. 

► Ryan Sees Lack of Data— Ryan 
commented that in his opinion the 
conference must have set a judg- 
ment rate “without any supporting 
economic data" and that the fare 
agreed on had “apparently been 
picked out of the blue.” He ex- 
pressed interest in the feasibility of 
the Board's approving the prin- 
ciples of the trans-Atlantic rate 
structure as outlined in the confer- 
ence resolutions but disapproving 
the actual fares set. 

Both TWA and American repre- 
sentatives declared that agreement 
on the rate pattern, including the 
fixing of fares on a mileage rather 
than area basis and establishing of 
the "gateway” principle, repre- 
sented the most significant accom- 
plishment of the New York meeting. 

► Subcommittee At Work — They 
said that the subcommittee ap- 
pointed to study operating expenses 
was already at work and by June 
would have data on which to base 
more permanent and, perhaps, low- 

The Board previously approved 
participation in IATA by U. S. air 
carriers, but agreements made 
therein also must be submitted for 
CAB sanction. 

Australian Line to U. S. 

The Australian Government, with 
New Zealand, will sponsor an air- 
line from Sydney to San Francisco 
via Fiji, Canton Island and Hono- 
lulu, it was disclosed recently by 
Air Marshal Richard Williams of 
the Royal Australian Air Force. 
Williams, who was on his way to 
Washington to discuss RAAF repre- 
sentation in the U. S., said the line 
eventually might extend to New 
Zealand and Vancouver. 


American Expands 
Washington Service 

The rapid comeback of U. S. com- 
mercial aviation from restricted 
wartime services was symbolized 
last week by American Airlines’ 
addition of nine new DC-4 flights 
between Washington and New York. 
The service expansion, largest single 
increase ever announced domesti- 
cally, brought American’s Wash- 
ington-New York round trips to 27 
daily, against 18 the week before. 

Using DC-3's and a single 50- 
passenger DC-4, American former- 
ly had a daily seat capacity of 
slightly over 400 each way. With 
the recent addition of seven 55- 
passenger DC-4 flights and two 50- 
passenger DC-4 schedules, total 
accommodations have been raised 
to almost 900 daily. 

► Cuts Time — American's DC-4 
service between LaGuardia Field 
and Washington National Airport 
requires one hour and 20 minutes, 
15 minutes less than DC-3 flights. 

Other new services: 

F PCA — On May 1 wilt reinstate service 
to Northern Michigan on AM 41 with 
daily round trips from Detroit and 

SCTid^n^tos'e^freS?: 



CAPITALS LINKED: 

When Colonial Airlines inaugurated 
direct air service from Washington 
to Ottawa and Montreal over routes 
71 and 71 F last week, it flew two 
DC-3's into the U. S. capital with 
distinguished guests. Aboard one 
were Sigmund Janas (left), Colonial 
president, and George Roper, U. S. 
civil air attache to Canada. 



What GPM 

DO YOU NEED FOR 
PLANE FUELING? 

T HE ERIE SR FUELING PIT 
illustrated at left is available 
in two capacities: 

Fig. 2150— 50 GPM 
Fig. 2100—100 GPM 
It’s a complete sturdy steel 
cased unit with hose reel, meter, 
register, air release, strainer, con- 
trol valve, control switch, hose, 
nozzle and necessary fittings 
assembled and shipped ready for 
installation 

Writ, for information about Ene s 
complete Airport Fueling Systems 
lor capacities to 4000 GPM 
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I AT — Significant Newcomer 

T he initial national gathering of the newly organized 
Institute of Air Transportation is the first encourag- 
ing sign of order in what has appeared to be a dis- 
heartening and disorganized field. 

One hundred representatives of the new and con- 
siderably maligned post-war non-schedulcd air trans- 
port industry — carrying the psychological stigma of “un- 
certificated carriers” — voluntarily formed their own 
association to raise standards, improve their own ef- 
ficiency and public service, and — wonder of wonders — 
demand federal regulation. ( Story on Page 16) 

Members of the Civil Aeronautics Board, who have 
devoted many hours recently in an effort to map out 
the most constructive kind of regulation for these op- 
erators, welcome the organization and will await its 
brief with interest. The resulting action by CAB. what- 
ever it may be. will certainly be a better product than 
if the board had not had the benefit of the thinking and 
experience of this new business about which so little 
is known. 

These operators carry no chips on their shoulders. 
They are in no bitter rows with the federal govern- 
ment. the certificated airlines, nor among themselves. 
They are convinced they have taken no business from 
the airlines, but they certainly expect to take all of 
the traffic they can, by aggressive public service, from 
the railroads and the truck lines. They have built up a 
commendable safety record and hope to maintain it. 
They want no federal subsidies— only a chance to give 
a fair test to their ideas. They realize that all of them 
cannot succeed financially, but they reserve the tradi- 
tional American right to stake their own money in their 
own business. They have a tremendous drive to get things 
done, and by no means should they be scoffed at as barn- 
stormers or tramps of the air. If its first meeting is any 
criterion of future action, the new institute will be 
highly successful. 


Reprehensible Sales Talk 

T he picture to the right, and its accompanying cap- 
tion. are not an Aviation News idea. Both appeared 
originally in a slick-paper, illustrated monthly sheet 
titled “Fire Insurance Facts & Trends.” The publisher, 
believe it or not, is the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers. Such material, by its inaccuracy, is not only 
grossly damaging to aviation. It will not even increase 
insurance business. 

Apparently, the single purpose of the publication is 
to promote the sale of insurance. One of its devices is 
to play on the property owner's emotion of fear, with 
such pictures as we reproduce here. But if the insurance 
industry condones continued dissemination of crash 
photographs, with an insinuation that “This can hap- 
pen to you,” what will happen? 

There will be fewer new airports built, or present air- 
ports extended, because of unjustified public fear. That 
will mean no more new insurance business on airport 
equipment and property, fewer airplanes to insure, few- 
er pilots to insure. It is not any far-fetched possibility 
that the entire national airport program could be 
doomed by such unjustified propaganda taken up by 
surface carriers and other enemies of aviation. So. com- 
mercially speaking, even from the standpoint of the 
insurance interests, we cannot see that such tactics are 
anything but grossly misleading and financially short- 

From the standpoint of aviation, such material simply 
exaggerates a condition far beyond the point justified by 
facts. We doubt if the National Board of Fire Under- 


writers would publish its own statisticians' computa- 
tions of the odds against any house ever being hit by a 
falling plane. The figure would not help sell insurance, 
but it definitely would help aviation at this time, and 
the board should in all fairness publicize that figure. 
The CAA considers the figure so minute — especially in 
peace time — as to be virtually unworthy of consideration. 

This is not an argument against the principle of in- 
surance nor a criticism of the past constructive help the 
insurance industry has given aviation. But it is a pro- 
test against the most damaging single example of mis- 
guided public relations by a responsible industry that 
we have ever seen, and a protest against continuation 
of a policy which permitted such tactics. 


Horse Age Vision 

M emo to outstanding authorities in aviation, indus- 
try. government, and other distinguished citizens 
who soon will start to prepare their testimony for hear- 
ings in May on Sen. Mitchell's vital bill to establish a 
National Air Policy Board — 

Gentlemen: Despite other qualities which had ele- 
vated him to the position of chief of stall of the U. S. 
Army. Maj. Gen. John L. Hines on Sept. 21. 1925, told 
the Morrow Board. "In my opinion, the airplane is never 
going to take the place of the cavalry. The cavalry 
will always have to supplement the airplane with its 
reconnaissance.” 

The Army abolished the cavalry the other day; the 
airplane's role in the last war is brilliant history. Let's 
not uncover another horse age witness in next month's 
hearings. 

Robert H. Wood 



* When a ii«-pai>enger civilian plane 
dropped in to call on the residents of this 
suburban Chicago home, fortunately the 
family was out and the visitors escaped 
serious injury. It might happen anywhere. 
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In South America the Andes tower 
into the sky along nearly 5,000 miles 
of unbroken mountain chain. Nestled 
among its peaks, like the lofty homes 
of soaring condors, are the havens 
of man-made birds — the highest 


commercial airports on the globe. 

Most of these fields lie at altitudes 
averaging 8,000 to 10,000 feet. One 
airport is 13,300 feet above sea level. 
At altitudes such as these, the weight 
factor at take-off is a critical one. 


Thus, these Andean fields furnish a 
number of interesting examples of 
how jet assisted take-off can solve com- 
pletely the problem of payload limi- 
tation at higher altitude airports. 

The following comparison, made 
for a field which might be at an 8.000 
feet elevation, shows conclusively 
how Aerojet Assistance not only 
increases the payload, hut also pro- 
vides a generous margin of safety : 
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BOTTLENECKS 

are our meat ! 


It may be a part — or a complete sub-assem- 
bly. But if it constitutes a bottleneck in your 
production, maybe we’ve got the answer. 

If it’s a question of "materials” then we 
probably cannot help you (tho sometimes 
we’ve licked that too). But if it’s a matter of 
insufficient equipment and floor space, or 
insufficient trained labor, we’ve got some- 
thing to talk about. 

Ever hear of a “portable assembly line”? 

We’ve got the most flexible type of operation 
you can think of. For more than fifty years 
we’ve been making things for the other 
fellow. 

Teaming up, fitting our facilities to his needs, 
integrating our production and deliveries 
with his assembly lines has called for extreme 
flexibility . . . even ingenuity. 

With many products going thru at the same 
time, we know what it is to tool up in a hurry 
(we average a new product to get into pro- 
duction every 7 days). In many cases, we’ve 
suggested changes in materials, methods or 


design that have cut the costs and sped up 
deliveries. 

That’s our business 

We got the tough ones— the bottlenecks that 
are holding up some manufacturer’s produc- 
tion. We take over the responsibility for com- 
plete assemblies or sub-assemblies. 

Of course we like to get some of the easy 
ones too, but we have thrived on those 
bottlenecks that have kept some of our good 
friends coming to us over a long period of 
years. 

It costs you nothing to find out! 

We cannot make everything, of course. But 
we can quickly tell you whether we can 
pinch hit for you. All you’ve got to do is 
name the problem and give us a look at it. 

May we take a look at your "bottleneck”? 

★ ★ ★ 

Write on your business stationery for our illustrated 
brochure describing the Leuiyt organization. Leuyt 
Corporation, 88 Broadway, Brooklyn 11, N. Y. 



FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS A CONTRACT MANUFACTURER . . . EXPERTLY STAFFED TO PRODUCE COMPLETE ELECTRONIC AND 
MECHANICAL ASSEMBLIES, COMPONENT PARTS, SUB-ASSEMBLIES AND METAL PRODUCTS TO THE MOST EXACTING REQUIRFMENTS 


